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Above: Katsumi 
congratulates  

Joy Archer on her 
Life Membership.  

Right: the painting  
Bernard Ollis 

created at his talk 
and demonstration. 

 
Next Meetings Demonstrations 

& Talks - see details page 2

• Tuesday 28th April:  Jeremy 
Lord, a French-Australian 
illustrator and artist, will explore 
how to blend traditional media 
with a digital process.

• Tuesday 26th May:  Debbie 
Mackinnon, artist and director 
of “ME Artspace” in  
St Leonards, will discuss how 
randomness and making 
mistakes open up new creative 
possibilities.

• Meeting time: 8pm on fourth 
Tuesday each month except 
Dec. and Jan. 

• Meeting place: Lane Cove 
Community Centre, 164 
Longueville Road, two doors 
from Central Avenue. Go down 
the ramp or use lift. Entrance at 
the back of the building.

• Parking: limited parking 
at back of building or park 
in shopping centre across 
Longueville Rd, below Library.

From the President’s Desk    by Chrissie Lloyd
Hello everyone,

www.lanecoveartsociety.com.au

Our first meeting of the year started on a warm 
note as the Society awarded Life Membership to 
Joy Archer.  Over the many years Joy has been a 
member she has undertaken several roles on our 
behalf.  She was our Secretary (when the committee 
consisted of only three people) and as an active 
committee member assisted with the hanging of 
exhibitions as well as administrative duties over 
the years. After resigning from our committee 
Joy transferred her knowledge and energy to the 
Cameraygal Committee and in so doing helped 
spread the word throughout our community.  In 
recognition of her efforts Joy received in 2012 a Citizenship Award from Lane 
Cove Council.  On behalf of all members it was an absolute pleasure to show Joy 
our appreciation by giving her Life Membership.
Our guest artist for February was Bernard Ollis.  Marg Vickers’ well written piece 
on the night can be read in this Newsletter. However, there were two out of the 
ordinary occurrences of which I must make note.
Firstly: after his presentation Bernard was asked about finding suitable subjects.  
In order to demonstrate that “subjects can be found anywhere”, Bernard began 
to talk about our meeting, the room, John’s amazing camera set up, the pillars, 
the people, the colour of the floor and chairs, etc.  He then very quickly did a 
rough drawing of “his view” of the room.  He took photos of various objects to 
reference their shape and colour.  Bernard said he would finish this scene and gift 
it to the Society. I had the pleasure of collecting his vibrant, fun, finished piece 
from his studio 
recently.  I will 
have it framed and 
bring it to our April 
meeting. 
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Join the Lane Cove Art 
Society Committee  

and assist our great team to  
run our wonderful Art Society.  

50 years old this year, and still vibrant!

Contact Chrissie Lloyd on 0419 200 438

Secondly: at the close of his demonstration Bernard very 
generously gave copies of gallery catalogues to us which 
he suggested members might like to purchase for $10 
each.  These were snapped up by those present resulting 
in the Society having $100 to add to our bank account.  
Bernard also donated a book on his work which we in 
turn will donate to the Art Section of Lane Cove Library.  
Two unexpectedly generous gestures which were 
received by resounding applause and smiles all round.
Our meeting on 24 March was also our AGM.  I would 
like to thank past President Pamela Fairburn for presiding 
over the re-election of the Committee. At the conclusion 
of the meeting Judy Laird advised that she would be 
happy to join our Committee.  And, the following 
members have kindly agreed to help us by doing 
photocopying and other small tasks:  Jillian Lloyd, Helen 
Jordan, Gordana Parhomov and Deb Morgan. Thank you.
Included with this Newsletter is my President’s Report 
which gives an overview of 2014/15.

ArtXtra : Lane Cove Art Society’s 50th 
Anniversary Exhibition
The excitement is building for our 50th birthday 
celebrations.  Marina Bishop and Marg Vickers have 
put in many hours at the Library sifting through our 
archives creating a varied and interesting brief history of 
the Society.  They hope to create a display in the library 
showcases to include snippets from our history together 
with books featuring our founders:  Lloyd Rees, Guy 
Warren, William Pidgeon and Reinis Zusters.  Details 
to be announced at the next Members’ meeting. Also, 
paintings of or by these great Australian artists will 
form an impressive entry to this year’s exhibition.  AND 
that’s just a teaser of what’s in store for you, especially 
on Opening Night.  Come and help us celebrate this 
milestone on Friday 1 May from 6pm at Gallery Lane 
Cove.  We once again ask that you bring a platter (finger 
food already prepared for presentation please) to share 
with fellow artists, honoured guests and the Lane Cove 
community.
Just a reminder:  Entry Forms need to be in by 16 April 
and roster duty should be booked by phoning Susan 
Lucena  (9451 4359) BEFORE mailing your form. 
Take-in day is Wednesday 29th April, 8.30-10.30am.  
We are delighted to announce our judge this year is Barry 
Pearce, who until his recent retirement, was firstly curator 
then Head of Australian Art at the Art Gallery of NSW.  
Barry has a wealth of knowledge and has just published 
a book containing many of his insights entitled “100 
Moments in Australian Art”. He is giving a talk on his 
book at Gallery Lane Cove on Saturday 2nd May, 11am. 

There will be copies of the book available for purchase at 
the conclusion of his talk.

Raffle Prize
We are delighted to tell you that Alan and Jan Rees have 
been most generous in donating a work by Lloyd Rees for 
our Raffle Prize. “Bay at Northwood” (1984) is a colour 
soft-ground etching, 1st Artist’s Proof.  Wow!!   This 
etching will feature on our exhibition Invitation, on our 
Anniversary Catalogue cover and on the Raffle Book 
Cover.  We expect it to be a big incentive to people to buy 
raffle tickets, so don’t forget to buy yours (included with 
this Newsletter).  You have to be in it to win it!

Next Meetings
Guest Artist for 28th April – Jeremy Lord
And now for something different and interesting.
Jeremy Lord is a French-Australian illustrator and artist 
based in Sydney. In his professional career, Jeremy works 
for branding and advertising clients, creating illustrations 
for everything from packaging to children’s books.
While having been classically trained in Paris, Jeremy 
uses digital technology in his work to answer the demand 
for illustration in modern commercial uses. However, 
despite the digital aspects, there is always a base of 
traditional processes that goes into the artwork. In his 
talk, Jeremy will be exploring how to blend traditional 
media into a digital workflow, and the advantages and 
disadvantages of this crossover.
Guest Artist for 26th May – Debbie Mackinnon
Debbie Mackinnon trained as a medical and scientific 
illustrator in London and was later a successful art director 
in publishing. She moved to Australia 20 years ago and 
now paints full time. Debbie is founder and director of 
“ME Artspace” in St Leonards, where she runs painting 
workshops.
In her talk for us Debbie will discuss the importance of 
randomness, making mistakes and being open to new 
possibilities.
“Creativity is the ability to introduce order into the 
randomness of nature,” said the American philosopher 
Eric Hoffer.
* Randomness boosts creativity by providing odd, unusual 
and unexpected stimuli.
* Celebrate your failures - No one ever learnt anything 
new without making mistakes.
* If you always do what you always did, you’ll always get 
what you always got…
Debbie will discuss how random events, failures and new 
ways of looking at things have influenced her art practice.
She will demonstrate something fairly random on the 
night…
and will help you think about new ways of working and 
promoting your art through social media.
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Far left: A colourful and lively 
oil pastel of Paris by Bernard 
Ollis. Left: Bernard holds up 
another of his works at his talk 
to Members in February.  
Photos: Pat Wilson 

Recent Demonstrations and Talks
Guest artist for February – Bernard Ollis. 
“How Interesting is Your Life?” by Margaret Vickers
All the world’s a stage….. A quick glance at the home 
page of Bernard Ollis’s website leaves one feeling both 
exhausted and exhilarated. Exhibitions from Berlin to 
Perth, Brisbane and New Zealand, unbelievable life 
experiences such as retracing Ernest Shackleton’s Trans 
Antarctic Expedition (1914 -17) and regular sojourns in 
Paris with his partner Wendy Sharpe made Bernard Ollis’s 
address to our first meeting of the year a standout.
Bernard is an engaging speaker possibly because he 
has interesting anecdotes to relay. The common “line” 
throughout the evening centred on his love of making art. 
Regardless of what “real” job he was doing, ranging from 
grave digging long ago in England to being the Director 
of the National Art School for eleven years in Australia in 
more recent times, making art always provided the balance 
to the many challenges life invariably presented. “Art 
school was the most exciting thing” he had ever done. His 
talent was recognised when he was selected to attend the 
Royal College of Art in England. Winning scholarships 
he ended up studying there for seven years where he met 
artists of the calibre of David Hockney and Peter Blake. 
He arrived in Australia thirty-five years ago and followed 
his passion of teaching and doing art.
Bernard loves to travel. It keeps his art fresh. New 
settings, new cultures, unplanned adventures, different 
food, music and language all serve to stimulate the 
senses and the mind. The hand responds intuitively. It 
was interesting to learn that the palette Bernard used in 
England was greyer whereas in Australia bold colours leap 
out to the viewer so environment does exert a profound 
influence on his work.
Although the evening largely centred on displaying his 
playful, rhythmical and colourful oil pastels Bernard 
also has done painting, ceramics and printmaking. His 
prints are done in collaboration with a Blue Mountains 
printmaker Ann Parker. His preferred choice of oil pastel 
is Caran D’Ache as they offer over a hundred colours, 

they are opaque, solid and dense. Arches watercolour 
paper, 100% cotton, smooth and hot pressed is the paper 
of choice. Cold pressed paper has a rough surface so the 
resulting mark is not as “saturated” as that which occurs on 
the smoother paper.
Driving home from Bernard’s talk and listening to Philip 
Adams and Robyn Nevin chatting about the creative 
process Robyn remarked emphatically, “There will always 
be art. People have an innate need to make art.” One senses 
Bernard would agree.
As part of his presentation a short film was screened. 
Bernard Ollis was being interviewed for HSC art students. 
He chatted candidly about his mark making. Although he 
does take photos his artwork is far from photographic. 
Enter Bernard’s “own vision.” Artistic license allows a 
whimsical interpretation of the scene before him so rather 
than being seduced by the “landscape” he finds lamp 
posts and telegraph poles much more interesting. Straight 
and angular buildings and bridges take on a rounded 
interpretation with a “leaning tower of Pisa” fun quality to 
them.
At any one point in time the mark an artist creates has 
resulted from a melting pot of life’s influences. Regular 
trips to Paris and extensive travelling experiences provide 
an endless artistic smorgasbord for Bernard to dip into 
either directly or indirectly. Elements of Matisse and Van 
Gogh are apparent in his body of work. Other artists he has 
admired include, Munch, Paula Rego, Kathe Kollwitz and 
Sonia Delaunay whilst Kevin Connor and Peter Booth are 
closer to home.
Bernard provided such an enjoyable evening of art. 
There were so many valuable lessons generously offered 
throughout the evening for fellow artists: find your own 
artistic voice; get out of your comfort zone; be disciplined 
in your studio habits and (perhaps the most priceless of all) 
you shouldn’t always be sensible. “Life can be enriched 

Don’t forget to check out our  
new-look website:

www.lanecoveartsociety.com.au  
for all the information on  

coming meetings, as well as exhibition 
entry forms, coming workshops and membership 

renewal forms.
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Coming exhibitions & Workshops
• Art in Action Workshops (“Art at the Top” this 

year), 29-31 May 2015, The Tops Conference Centre, 
Stanwell Tops. Book now.  
www.combinedartsocieties.com

• LANE COVE MEMBERS 50th ANNIVERSARY 
EXHIBITION (artXtra!), 1-9 May 2015, entry 
forms Thurs 16 April, take-in Wed 29 April, Opening 
1 May, Gallery Lane Cove, Longueville Road.

• Hunters Hill Art Exhibition - 8-17 May.  
Ph. 9879-9400

• The Art Scene Mitchell Winter School, Bathurst.  
Book now. 5-11 July, phone 9807 6900 or  
www.artscenemsa.com.au

• Camberwell Art Show (Victoria), 11-19 July, 
submissions close 13 May, online at  
www.gallery247.com.au

• “Victorian Art Venture” - Travel and paint in 
country Victoria with Pamela Fairburn. 12 - 22 Oct 
2015    www.pamelafairburnart.com.au

if you aren’t”. Thank you Bernard for an entertaining 
evening chatting about a shared passion – the making of 
art.
Guest Artist for 24th March – Ann Milch  
“How can Artworks be Recycled?” by Margaret Vickers
Let me count the ways…..Ann Milch, our guest 
demonstrator for the March meeting of the Lane Cove Art 
Society (LCAS) discussed the various ways an artist can 
recycle their work.
An art teacher for many years, Ann brought a wide 
selection of her art, some examples of which could be 
traced back to her art school days at the East Sydney Tech 
(now the National Art School). Linocuts, intaglio prints 
(where images are derived from ink that is caught in the 
incised lines of the printmaking surface), watercolours 
and her current passion of resin-coated miniature 
artworks showcased this artist’s skill across many artistic 
genres. Even so, none of her accomplished oil portraits 
were represented, such as the commissioned work of Sir 
David Martin. 
Not every work an artist creates is a masterpiece! Ann 
presented practical tips on how to “repackage” a failed 
piece. Using a discerning eye, Ann zooms in on the most 
“successful” bit of an artwork. Usually this piece is cut 
out, placed on an interesting base layer such as Japanese 
rice paper and then surrounded by an eye catching 
border where textures and design elements are added. By 
injecting your own imaginative “repackaging” you too 
could create a “new” work.
Using the same print surface Ann could achieve different 
outcomes by treating that same surface in a multitude 
of different ways. Adding and subtracting elements, 
fracturing the image, recompiling the work differently or 
just using a different palette, all produced “new” works. 
Mistakes could be covered with collage elements or cut 
out completely and bits of other works added. 
In more recent times, travelling adventures have been 
a rich source of inspiration. Sketches and memorabilia 
from exotic locations have all ended up in well organised 
diaries. Ann now possesses a library of inspiration for her 
artistic journey.

Against the backdrop of overt 
consumerism Ann’s presentation proffered 
lots of practical recycling tips artists 
can use to take their work in a different 
direction. The audience, consisting 
mostly of artists, received a wonderful 
gift - the ability to see their old works in a 
completely fresh way. Happy recycling….

Mini Exhibitions
Aristocrat Café
By the time you receive this Newsletter 
Marg Vickers’ vibrant prints will have 
been replaced by landscapes from the 

capable hands of Lorraine Denovan.   Lorraine’s work 
will remain until shortly after our artXtra Exhibition when 
Keith Lamport’s watercolours will bring a delightful 
change of style.  Do call in for coffee or lunch and let 
the boys (Nick & Paul) know you are from the Society.  
It is very welcome free advertising for us and continues 
throughout the whole year.
Westpac Bank Mini Exhibition
If you would like to show your work at Westpac, give 
your name to Sylvia Davies. Her phone number is 
9975-4375 and email address is sylviadavies002@gmail.
com.  The next change-over (Watercolour) will be on 20 
May (Sylvia’s list is full for this one).  Sylvia has space on 
her list for 22 July (Oils & Acrylics, small to medium), so 
please apply.
We have been successful lately in selling paintings from 
Aristocrat and Westpac so do contact Sylvia to display 
your work.

Above: Ann Milch holds up one of her books of paintings 
- in her mind, not good enough to frame, but creating a 
wonderful history of her art. Standing beside her is John 
Michael, our new Membership person. Right: One of 
Ann’s delicate still lifes. Photos: Pat Wilson 


