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Left: The crowd at our 50th Anniversary 
Exhibition. Above: Our Patron, Ian 

Longbottom, with Alan and Jan Rees, 
President Chrissie Lloyd and Guy Warren. 

 
Next Meetings Demonstrations 

& Talks - see details page 4

• Tuesday 23rd June:  Jane 
Blundell,  LCAS member, 
teacher and winner of many 
awards, will demonstrate the 
latest inks and cover the use 
of pen, brush, ink, line and 
lettering. (Please note this is 
the fourth but not the last 
Tuesday in June).

• Tuesday 28th July:  Andrew 
Antoniou, finalist in major 
drawing prizes, will give us 
insight into how he uses 
memory and imagination to 
create a whimsical, fantastic 
world

• Meeting time: 8pm on fourth 
Tuesday each month except 
Dec. and Jan. 

• Meeting place: Lane Cove 
Community Centre, 164 
Longueville Road, two doors 
from Central Avenue. Go down 
the ramp or use lift. Entrance  
at the back of the building.

• Parking: limited parking 
at back of building or park 
in shopping centre across 
Longueville Rd, below Library.

From the President’s Desk  by Chrissie Lloyd

www.lanecoveartsociety.com.au

Opening Night of our 50th Anniversary Exhibition was nothing short of 
awesome.  A wonderful feeling of bonhomie pervaded the Gallery and it was 
obvious that everyone present was happy to be there to raise a glass of good cheer 
for our first 50 years and wish us well for the next 50.  The food was great (thank 
you to all who brought a platter), the wine flowed and the cake was yummy!
It was an impressive sight on entering the Gallery to see the wonderful paintings 
of and by our founders.  (Kindly lent from the Council’s Permanent Collection).  
Having a photo with a brief history of each artist gave an excellent sense of 
background to our Exhibition and we owe a debt of thanks to both Marg Vickers 
and Marina Bishop for trawling our archives.  I do hope you all saw the excellent 
display in the Library too.  We have an incredibly rich history, one that lends 
strength to carry us into the future.
From the art of 50 years ago to the present day, I believe we can take pride in the 
high standard of our 50th exhibition.  Congratulations to all our members.
The Lloyd Rees etching so generously donated by Alan and Jan Rees was a 
“show stopper”.  Books of tickets sold as never before; everyone wanted the 
chance to win.  Together with Catalogue sales, the raffle brought us over $3,200.  
An  increase of almost 200%!  And the joy of statistics continues with art sales 
rising by about 80%.  
I am always indebted to our sponsors for their support but this year saw every 
prize sponsored.  This made a huge difference to our overall figures and instead of 
a loss we just might break 
even.  (The “silver lining” 
for every Treasurer!)  And 
speaking of prizes, this 
year saw the inaugural 
Guy Warren Prize 
sponsored by Council.  We 
hope to offer this prize, 
as well as the Lloyd Rees 
prize, each year.



Above left: At the Exhibition - the wall of paintings by and 
of our illustrious founders. Left: Sponsor of the Lloyd Rees 
Prize, Kaylar Michaelian from Hyecorp Property Group, 
with the winner, Pamela Irving. Right: Guy Warren with the 
winner of the Guy Warren Prize (sponsored by Lane Cove 
Council), Cilla Davis, and the Mayor, David Brooks-Horn. 
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In further celebration of our 50 years we decided to 
mark the occasion with a gift to all members of an 
“Anniversary pen”.  This stylish pen has been etched with 
the Society’s name plus “50th Anniversary 2015”.  If you 
haven’t already received one please see Judith Laird at 
one of our regular monthly meetings. 
On behalf of the committee and all members I would like 
to congratulate John Heffernan for the Citizenship Award 
given in the field of Arts/Culture by Lane Cove Council.  
John is a very deserving recipient.  He works tirelessly 
for our Society with a gracious manner and a ready smile.  
Thank you John.
Lastly, I was deeply touched and (temporarily) lost for 
words at the end of the award presentations on Opening 
Night when given a certificate declaring I was now a Life 
Member of the Society.  It is an honour and sincerely 
appreciated.  
Now I hope you all enjoy this bumper Newsletter full of 
photos celebrating our Society’s 50 year milestone. 

ArtXtra –  Award winners
Everyone was a winner this year as we celebrated the 
founding of our art society 50 years ago and took pride in 
the flourishing society we have today, with a great sense 
of friendship and community and an amazing diversity of 
art styles and philosophies.
Our special thanks go to our wonderful president, 
Chrissie Lloyd, for her dedication and commitment.  
Above and beyond her usual tireless hard work, she has 
managed to organise so much extra sponsorship to make 
this event a success. 
We were delighted to have as judge Barry Pearce, 
Emeritus curator, Australian Art from the Art Gallery of 
NSW.  Barry generously spent many hours considering 
all the paintings and making his selection and he was 
very impressed by the quality of the work.

Barry Pearce said: “It is such a rare pleasure to see a 
diversity of talent and vision when judging an art prize, 
particularly when the gallery space is so generous and 
accommodating, that all entries can be hung and shown at 
their best.  It is very obvious, from the most professional 
works here to the most amateurish efforts of novices, the 
pleasure each artist has felt in their creative endeavours.  
That pleasure in turn is seamlessly experienced by visitors 
in a friendly and sympathetic climate. Some of the pictures 
here are of course the product of quite professional 
experience and competence but I hope amongst my 
selection of prizewinners and commendations, there is 
a balance between those who have already proven their 
ability over a long time, and those who have the happy gift 
of enthusiasm to continue their work for years to come.  
The styles range from figuration to abstraction, subject 
matter from landscape to still life and portraiture, and 
some brave forays into different media and assemblages. 
The general impression however is one of a healthy 
climate inculcated by this enthusiastic Art Society 
established some decades ago by some of Australia’s most 
distinguished painters.’

Award winners
The Lloyd Rees Prize – Pamela Irving, “High Tea”.
The Guy Warren Prize – Cilla Davis, “Pond Creatures”.
The 50th Anniversary Prize – Denise Heffernan, 
“Suspending Expectations”.
The Joyce Mills Prize for Oils & Acrylics – John 
Perkins, “Auto Salvage Yard”; VHC – Debra Balloch 
Pearson, “Quinces”; HC – Barbara Goldin, “Boronia; C – 
Daria Hahn, “Dordogne River at Domme”.
Watercolours – Margaret Vickers, “Moving Shadows”; 
VHC – Gaye Pietracci, “Three Boats off Birkenhead 
Point; C – John Heffernan, “Waves”.
Mixed Media – Norma Stuart, “Fractured Earth”; VHC – 
Cilla Davis, “Blue Vase”; C – Barbara Goldin, “Still Life”.
Pastels or Drawings – Anne Cockle, “Pensive”; VHC – 
Cilla Davis, “Horse Puppet”; HC – Marina Bishop, “Wind 
on the Water”.
Prints – Marina Bishop, “Rockpool, North Curl Curl”.
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Left: The audience at Barry Pearce’s entertaining talk about 
his life with art. Above: Bernhardine Mueller chats with Guy 
Warren after the talk.

The Art Scene Prize for Small Works – Debra 
Balloch Pearson, “Duckmaloi”; VHC – Norma Stuart, 
“Hawkesbury”; HC – Marina Bishop, “Dark Shore”.
Raffle Prize
The lucky winner of the soft ground etching by Lloyd 
Rees kindly donated by Alan & Jan Rees was Tom Mede 
of Lane Cove.  Second prize of a magnum of wine was 
won by Goran Belobrajdic.
The Viewer’s Choice was an eye-catching painting of 
“Green Pears in Chinese Bowl” by Linda Butterfield, 
who received a year’s subscription to Australian Artist 
magazine, while the lucky voter Heidi Mitchell of 
Beecroft won the magnum of wine.  Two-year-old 
Aubrey Misfeld, Lane Cove, won the Children’s Prize for 
the favourite “Kookaburra” painting.
Matters arising from the Exhibition … from Chrissie
The committee was disappointed to discover that quite 
a few people did not turn up for their rostered duty or 
chose to leave half way through it.  No phone calls were 
received by Susan Lucena from these members.  A note 
has been made of the names for future reference. 
Also, 8 people did not arrive to collect their artworks at 
the exhibition’s close.  
ALL these works had to be fitted into my car to be 
collected on Mothers Day.  We have never had so many 
“no shows”!  Sadly, as a result of this, the committee 
decided to raise the Late Fee from $20 per day to $20 per 
painting per day. 

Barry Pearce’s talk, Gallery Lane Cove, 2 May  
by Margaret Vickers
When Barry Pearce, retired Emeritus Curator of 
Australian Art at the NSW Art Gallery for over thirty 
years presented his talk at Gallery Lane Cove recently it 
soon became apparent that he was the ideal judge for the 
50th anniversary Lane Cove Art Society exhibition show. 
Not only did he bring his wealth of artistic knowledge 
to the task but it transpires that he had a very close 

connection to two of our founding members namely, 
Lloyd Rees and Guy Warren. Guy was actually sitting in 
the audience. A gifted communicator, Barry entertained 
his audience with personal anecdotes about Lloyd Rees. 
He was one of two artists with whom he became friendly 
when he and his wife and two children arrived in Australia 
in the late 1970’s.
Barry related the story of one of his visits to Lloyd’s 
studio. The brushes were always put aside before visitors 
entered the studio. However, on this occasion an instant 
love affair occurred with the work that was in progress 
on Lloyd’s easel. Barry used words to paint the picture 
for his audience. Three boats were depicted floating 
in the harbour with a predominantly green canvas in 
the middleground and a hazy subliminal horizon that 
mesmerised the viewer evident in the background. Barry 
was smitten with the work and as he passed by the easel 
he noticed some time later that he had brushed against 
the canvas. Green paint was on Barry’s now treasured 
jacket and this “brush with genius” provided fodder for 
engaging stories for years to come – until his coat was 
inadvertently dry cleaned! That same painting, Old Boats, 
Wollstonecraft found a wonderful home in the NSW Art 
Gallery permanent collection in 1979 when it was gifted 
to the gallery by Lloyd Rees and his wife. 
Many more stories were presented. Along the way, 
Barry’s passion for art, his poetic way with words, 
melodic voice and obvious joy in sharing art with the 
broader community made for a fabulous presentation. His 
recent book “100 Moments in Australian Painting”  is now 
available and should be a very interesting read for anyone 
interested in art.
Memories of Lloyd Rees and the Lane Cove Art 
Society - by Lorraine Denovan
(This piece formed part of the showcase on the history of 
the Society arranged by Marina Bishop and Marg Vickers 
in the library to coincide with ArtXtra)
When I joined LCAS in 1987 – or maybe 1986, the 
meetings were held in Pottery Green. Frances Fröhlich 
was President. For safekeeping, Lloyd Rees had passed 
on his job as President when he went to live in Tasmania 
with his son Alan and wife. He sent a tape with Christmas 
greetings to Frances, who read it out at our Christmas 
party. Mostly only a handful of people attended the 
meetings (10 or so). It was struggling to stay ‘alive”.
On entering the building, I would see a number of small 
paintings stacked along the wall. These were either 

Left: Winner of the 
Anniversary Prize, 
Denise Heffernan. This 
special prize was jointly 
sponsored by Lane Cove 
Council and the Art 
Society.  
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Above: the 
‘gallery’ of 
Lane Cove 
Art Society’s 
Presidents, 
past and 
present. 
Left: The 
display at the 
Library, with 
memorabilia 
of the Art 
Society’s 50 
years.

going to the Commonwealth Bank, or being returned 
to their owners. Frances would look after these.  This 
arrangement concluded early in 1995.  About this time 
Frances announced that we had been offered a new space 
for our paintings in “Due Scala” Italian Restaurant. I’m 
not sure how successful this was, or for how long this 
arrangement lasted.
Members Meetings moved to the Community Centre at 
the beginning of 1994.
This was a much better place for meetings. In those days, 
it was relatively easy to park – usually in the car park 
under the building.
I recall one hot evening Bernhardine Mueller was 
our speaker. After her talk we all moved next door 
(Centrehouse) to a small room with a printing press, 
so Bernhardine could give a demonstration using the 
printing press. The atmosphere became stifling, but 
Bernhardine managed to keep going quite cheerfully, 
even when several members left for the cooler air outside. 
Wonderful!
When The Lane Cove Music and Cultural Centre was 
formed, I remember attending a meeting at Frances’ 
house, with Robyn Mah, to discuss what part we 
would play in this. Subsequently, we held a number of 
exhibitions at the LCM&C Centre.  We managed to cram 
quite a number of screens into this space.  The Members 
Exhibitions were held there, and a number of smaller 
exhibitions.  
The first exhibitions I remember were held in a hall under 
the Council chambers.     
At the front was a stage, where larger paintings were 
hung – on screens or easels.
In spite of the large space, it was sometimes crowded, 
as it was an open exhibition, with many works from 
other art societies, so some paintings were even propped 
against walls.       

Later we moved to the Cove Room, holding Exhibitions 
there until we were offered the new floor above the 
Community Centre, built to house the Library while the 
new one was being built. This later became Gallery Lane 
Cove and we were able to use this fantastic space for all 
our exhibitions.

Next Meetings – Demonstrations & 
Talks
Jane Blundell – Tuesday 23rd June 
Jane is well known to us all as a member of our Society 
who teaches locally and has won many awards, including 
the Lloyd Rees Award in 2014. She has been painting 
professionally for over 30 years and loves to share her 
discoveries. She has always loved ink - Indian ink with a 
dip pen, rapidograph pens, calligraphy pens, Chinese ink 
with pen or with lovely Chinese brushes, fountain pens, 
felt tip pens. All these tools have influenced the lettering 
and drawing of the times. Jane plans to cover the use of 
pen, brush, ink, line and lettering, as well as new inks in 
her talk.
Andrew Antoniou - Tuesday 28th July
In July we are promised an insight into a unique working 
process and approach to drawing. Andrew has been a 
finalist in many of the major drawing prizes in Australia 
including being seven times a finalist in the Dobell Works 
on Paper Prize.  He is a rare artist who has created a 
fantastic and absurd world, which he has populated with 
strange, whimsical and slightly displaced figures.  Andrew 
will talk about his work, in which he draws upon memory 
and imagination to create his images, rather than using 
direct observation and working from life. 

Recent Demonstrations & Talks
Guest Artist for April – Jeremy Lord 
“To Photoshop or Not to Photoshop…”  - by Margaret 
Vickers
Change can be exciting. When paints were put into 
portable, conveniently sized tubes and little pots around 
the time of the Industrial Revolution, it meant artists could 
venture out of the stifling confines of their indoor studios 
into the wide open spaces outside where they could 
paint “en plein air”. A simple technological development 
revolutionised the art world. When French born Jeremy 
Lord demonstrated his artwork to our April general 
meeting his whizz-bang computer-generated images 

The  guest 
speaker 
for April, 
Jeremy 
Lord, 
with some 
of his 
graphic 
work, 
done 
with both  
hands-on 
and 
computer.



showcased the enormous potential Photoshop has for the 
modern day artist.
Imagine being art trained in Paris in a building situated 
between the Musee D’Orsay and the Louvre. Any wonder 
Matisse and Van Gogh were standout influences on this 
young graphic designer, illustrator and computer artist 
in his teenage years. Jeremy’s images are a blend of old 
and new. To overcome the sometimes soulless feel of the 
digitised image Jeremy regularly overlays his computer 
generated work on top of an expressively composed hand 
drawn sketch. Art with the WOW factor often results.
Throughout the presentation Jeremy raised the pros and 
cons of the digitised image. Photoshop allows infinite 
experimentation for an artist. Once the hand drawn image 
is scanned into the computer, it is then programmed. 
Multiple layers can be used, selection from the vast array 
of colours can be chosen and the brush of choice can be 
decided upon. “Drawing with a computer mouse and 
cursor is like doing brain surgery with a brick!” Jeremy 
remarked - he uses a special computer stylus. His images 
took on a life force of their own. Magically, backgrounds 
were changed, other images were brought in, segments 
were erased, “brushes” were changed and the pressure 
decided upon which would produce a different mark, 
painterly effects were introduced, abstract elements 
were added or subtracted and the scale of objects were 
“clicked” in. You get the idea. At the click of a button art 
is produced, manipulated, tweaked and resolved.
Ever mindful that this approach can be seen as 
“cheating”, Jeremy selects tools that minimise the flat, 
machine-like art that can result. Indeed, as a graphic 
designer and illustrator he finds Photoshop a wonderful 
tool for the client/designer coalface. Effects can be added 
or subtracted until the client brief has been successfully 
communicated, highlighting the enormous flexibility and 
efficiency that is housed within the digitalised world. 
Changes can be made instantaneously without precious 
time being used up mixing paint and waiting for it to dry. 
However, what is perceived as an advantage could also be 
seen as a disadvantage in that “Photoshop offers endless 
possibilities if you know what you are doing.” When is 
a work finished? Therefore discipline may be required 
when Photoshop is being used, otherwise time could be 
wasted experimenting with endless combinations. What 
we were fortunate to see in Jeremy’s demonstration was 
the blending of old and new art forms where the sum 
total of the blended artistic styles is greater than their 
individual parts.

Images bombard us daily in our modern materialistic 
world where advertising reigns supreme. Jeremy’s 
presentation provided a fascinating behind the scenes 
guided tour around his “tablet.” 
Thankyou Jeremy for providing a deeper understanding 
of how modern day digitised images are produced. What 
was equally interesting was the reflective nature of the 
presenter. “Would Matisse have made use of photoshop?” 
“How can the expressive nature of art be kept fresh in a 
computerised world?” His desire to blend old and new 
art forms via the use of photoshop illustrated how new 
technology can be advantageously used by artists. Maybe 
it is time to take some tablet lessons….
Guest Artist for May – Debbie Mackinnon 
“Have You Found Your Niche?” - by Margaret Vickers
Debbie MacKinnon entertained us at our recent May 
meeting. Comparing the freedom of the marks in her 
current contemporary art practice to those of her earlier 
medical illustration days in England, shows the diverse 
artistic journey this artist has woven throughout her 
lifetime.
Although drawing has been Debbie’s lifelong passion 
her subject matter has seen radical changes. The tight 
accuracy required for medical illustration was the very 
feature which ultimately caused her to reassess her 
creative path. More freedom was discovered in book 
publishing. She relished this aspect. Illustrating children’s 
books triggered freer marks. This quality in Debbie’s art 
has been strengthened as she now uses her left hand to 
do art even though she is right handed. What this feature 
shows is the need for this artist to pursue an exploratory 
path in her art making – embracing the random outcomes, 
always seeking another surprise layer that often surfaces 
in her work. Executing life drawing using the left hand  
and often not even looking at the paper has produced 
really interesting outcomes, so much more fascinating for 
the viewer.
Working quickly and possessing a “go with the flow” 
approach has produced artwork that is oozing with 
vitality and freshness. However, Debbie prepares her 
paper before she paints “en plein air” as she finds white 
paper or naked canvas quite daunting. For this reason, 
random monoprints are often used as a base layer for 
works on paper. The base layer for canvas work is usually 
made up of completely free marks scribbled over the 
surface. Debbie then lets these marks “speak” to her 
and voila: a contemporary work emerges. She has found 
a great deal of inspiration in coastal margins where 
natural rhythms are constantly changing throughout the 
landscape.
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Don’t forget to check out our  
new-look website:

www.lanecoveartsociety.com.au  
for all the information on  

coming meetings, as well as exhibition 
entry forms, coming workshops and membership 

renewal forms.

Left: At our 
May Meeting, 
Debbie 
Mackinnon 
explains one of 
the techniques 
she uses in her 
sketchbooks. 
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Coming Exhibitions & Workshops  
• The Art Scene Mitchell Winter School, Bathurst. 

Book now. 5-11 July, phone 9807 6900 or  
www.artscenemsa.com.au

• Camberwell Art Show (Victoria), 11-19 July, 
submissions close 13 May, online at  
www.gallery247.com.au

• “Victorian Art Venture” - Travel and paint in 
country Victoria with Pamela Fairburn.  
12 - 22 Oct 2015 www.pamelafairburnart.com.au

• The Coal & Allied 2015 Singleton Art Prize,  
17-21 July.  Contact David Gausden 0429 775 556, 
email singletonartprize@yahoo.com.au, or Andrew 
Levick 0429 699 997.

• Archibald, Wynne & Sulman Prizes, 18 July – 27 
September 2015, online entry only, closes 26 June.

• Australian Society of Miniature Art National 
Awards, 26 June – 11 July, Ewart Gallery, Workshop 
Arts Centre, 33 Laurel St Willoughby. (Entries 
closed 5 June)

• Warringah Art Exhibition, 13 August – 6 Sept., 
entries close 28 June, phone 9942 2603,  
events@warringah.nsw.gov.au 

• Mosman Art Prize, 25 July – 30 August.  Online 
entry only, see website

• 52nd LANE COVE ART AWARD, 7 – 16 August 
2015, entries close 16 July.

Debbie was happy to relate how chance was a major 
factor behind the evolution of two studios she has as work 
places, one at Northbridge and the other at St Leonards. 
She is a firm believer in the use of social media such as 
Facebook and Instagram in not only marketing your work 
to the broader community but also in allowing exchanges 
to take place on line with other artists and the general 
public. These avenues also allow artists to keep abreast of 
current trends in the art world. To further her knowledge 
in this area, gallery crawls are taken at least once a 
month. When travelling Debbie will often catch up with 
friends in art galleries where the ambience is so much 
more inviting and her passion for art can be shared.
Debbie did a monoprint as part of her presentation. 
Practical in her approach she used a piece of thick 
cellophane paper as a surface. Huge brushes loaded with 
thin acrylic washes were randomly danced across the 
cellophane. A piece of art paper was then laid over the 
top and gently massaged resulting in a very abstract work 
which then acted as an interesting base for further work – 
very easy and extremely effective.
Debbie seems to thrive on taking her large brushes on 
unknown destinations, incorporating the unexpected in an 
attempt to keep her work “alive”. Why not have a go at 
using your left hand to do your next artwork? You might 
be pleasantly surprised by the result…..Thank you for a 
very informative evening of art, Debbie.

52nd Lane Cove Art Awards
The paint is barely dry on our ArtXtra masterpieces and it 
is already time to call on our artistic muses for inspiration 
to create work for the Municipality of Lane Cove Art 
Awards.  Entry forms have been sent to members and can 
also be downloaded from our website; as usual, the entry 
is open to all artists, both members and non-members.  
This year the prize money is better than ever, totalling 
$9,250 and the judges will be Rob Candy and Judith 
Salmon.  The Opening night is Friday 7th August from 
6pm, closing day is Sunday 16th August and entry forms 
must be received by Thursday 16th July.
We need all exhibiting members to assist with Roster 
Duty and would be grateful to any non-exhibiting 
members who would like to help out too.  Please ring 
Susan Lucena 9451 4359 to book your time, or email 
macluc39@gmail.com.
Please bring a plate of food for the opening.
The raffle prize this year will be a lovely view of Debra 
Balloch Pearson’s home town of Rylstone: “On My 
Travels”. Thanks Debra!

Mini Exhibitions
Aristocrat Café
Until the end of June, Keith Lamport’s work is on display.  
Sadly for both the Society and Lane Cove, Nick & Paul 
are not renewing their lease so Keith’s work is our last 
mini exhibition here.
To say “farewell” to Lane Cove the boys would love you 
to call in over the last weekend in June – 26, 27 & 28.  All 
profits made on these 3 days will be given to brain cancer 
research to honour their father, who, whilst still alive, has 
long suffered from this insidious disease.
Westpac Bank
The next change-over will be at 9.45am on Wednesday 
22 July (Oils & Acrylics - small to medium) followed 
by Wednesday 23 September (All mediums - medium 
size).  Contact Sylvia Davies on 9975 4375 or email  
sylviadavies002@gmail.com

Successes for our Members
 Awards won by members at the 51st Drummoyne 
Annual Open Awards exhibition include: Section 1: 
winner Pamela Irving, HC John Perkins; Section 2: 
winner Tony Belobrajdic, HC Cilla Davis; Section 3: 
VHC Anne Cockle, HC Anne Cockle; Section 4 winner: 
Gaye Pietracci; Section 6: VHC Pamela Irving; Section 
7: winner Pamela Irving; Section 8: C Lilian Wong, Keith 
Lamport; Section 9: VHC Cilla Davis, John Perkins.
At the Royal Easter Show, Cilla Davis was the winner in 
the Still Life Painting (any medium) section and Marina 
Bishop was HC in the Prints section.

Above: One of Debbie Mackinnon’s quick sketches made 
en plein air, using paper with a preparatory wash. 


