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Next Meetings Demonstrations 

& Talks - see details page 2

• Tuesday April 26th:   
Hiren Patel, professional oil 
painter, will demonstrate how 
he paints a street scene in oils 
with mood and expression.

• Tuesday May 24th:  Mellissa 
Read-Devine, award-winning 
painter and printmaker, will give 
us a demonstration in acryl-
ics.  Her work is colourful and 
vibrant.

• Meeting time: 8pm on fourth 
Tuesday each month except 
Dec. and Jan. 

• Meeting place: Lane Cove 
Community Centre, 164 
Longueville Road, two doors 
from Central Avenue. Go down 
the ramp or use lift. Entrance  
at the back of the building.

• Parking: limited parking 
at back of building or park 
in shopping centre across 
Longueville Rd, below Library.

From the President’s Desk  by Chrissie Lloyd

www.lanecoveartsociety.com.au

Tuesday 22 March was our Annual General Meeting.  I would like to thank past 
committee member Denise Heffernan for presiding over our meeting during the 
re-election of the new committee.  There were some notable changes.  Firstly, I 
would like to thank Pat Wilson who for the past 8 years has been one of my Vice 
Presidents; or, as I have always liked to refer to both Pat and Marina, “my two 
right hands”.  Pat has resigned as a Vice President but remains on the general 
committee assisting with paperwork and other management duties centred 
around our exhibitions.  Her role as Publicity Officer has been taken over by a 
new member of our committee Greg Morgan.  Welcome Greg, I hope you enjoy 
working with us.  Margaret Vickers (previously our Secretary) has stepped up into 
the role of Vice President.  Debbie Morgan has taken over the role of Secretary. 
I tabled my President’s Report for 2015/16, which you will receive with this 
Newsletter.
I also tabled my resignation as President of the LCAS.  This will take effect 
within the next 6 months although, as of this moment, I am unable to give you 
the name of my replacement.  It has been an enormous privilege to lead the 
committee and together guide the LCAS to the vibrant, highly regarded art 
society we have today.  To have worked towards establishing Gallery Lane 
Cove and to have been the President for its Grand Opening, AND for our 50th 

Anniversary celebrations, are high points in memories which span the last 8 years 
as President, 2 as Vice President to Pamela Fairburn and approximately 6 years 
on the general committee.  It’s time for me to step aside so that new ideas will 
continue to move this society into the future and for me to take up other creative 
opportunities and indulge my passion for painting.  I thank you all for your 
support always so generously given throughout these years.
In this Newsletter I have provided a list which not only sets out the primary office 
bearers for the ensuing year but also indicates the major roles and supporting 
roles taken on by both the committee and the general membership.  You will see 
that many of the names are not 
on the body of the committee 
but their assistance is vital 
for the smooth running of the 
society.  Please feel free to 
contact me if you can offer your 
assistance in any way; help is 
always appreciated no matter 
how small the amount of time 
you may have available. 
I was delighted to see so many 
members attend our AGM and 
later enjoy the skill of our guest 

 (Please note this is the 
fourth but not the last 
Tuesday in June).

Right: At our February meeting, 
our President, Chrissie Lloyd 
handed a cheque for $2,500 to 
Jenny May, President of Rotary 
Lane Cove - our donation to 
Rotary. 
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artist, Greg Hansell, as he did two small demonstrations 
with both commercial and his own homemade pastels.  Greg 
generously gave the LCAS the publication “Greg Hansell:  
Survey” which was produced in conjunction with his 2009 
exhibition at the Hawkesbury Regional Gallery.  This 
publication will be donated to the Lane Cove Library. 
“Genesis of a Painter:  Guy Warren at 95”.  This exhibition, 
curated by Barry Pearce, opens at the SH Ervin Gallery at 
Observatory Hill on 15 April until 29 May.  This exhibition 
will present work from the 1950’s & 60’s painted during his 
London years and soon after his return to Sydney plus his 
latest works “revealing his obsession with emergence and 
submergence of the figure in relation to its background, the 
poetry of being that has been evident throughout his oeuvre 
to the present day”.   Guy, of course, is one of this society’s 
founders.  An exhibition not to be missed. 
“artXtra” is fast approaching.  Hope you’ve been busy 
painting and preparing your works for this year’s members 
only exhibition.  We are incredibly fortunate to have a 1st 
and 2nd prize for the “artXtra” raffle.  Tony Belobrajdic 
generously donated two beautiful watercolour paintings 
for which we are most appreciative.  Tony is currently the 
artist-in-residence at Centrehouse, which will lead to a solo 
exhibition at Gallery Lane Cove.
A date for your diaries.  Once again we have been invited by 
the Lane Cove Historical Society to take part in the Artists 
& Poets Day at Carisbrook.  This has been set down for 
Sunday 11 September.  A marvellous day was had by all 
who attended the previous one held two years ago.  Further 
details will appear in our next Newsletter.

artXtra 2016  - our Members only exhibition 
Now is the time to get your work ready for this year’s 
artXtra.  We hope to have a wonderful show, just as we did 
last year.  Invitations, flyers and a raffle ticket book will be 
going out to all members by mail.  Remember to book your 
roster time with Susan Lucena, tel. 9451-4359 so that you 
can mark it on your entry form in time to get your entry to 
John Heffernan by 14th April. 
Please would everyone bring a platter of food for the 
Opening.  Guests love our food and are always most 
appreciative!
artXtra dates to be remembered are:
• Closing date for entries – Thurs. 14 April
• Take-in of artworks – Wed. 27 April 8.30 – 10.30am.
• Opening – Fri. 29 April 6pm.
• Exhibition open Sat. 30 Apr – Sat. 7 May
• Collection of work Sat. 7 May 4.15 – 5.45pm.

Next Meetings
Demonstrations & Talks by Guest Artists
Hiren Patel – Tuesday 26th April
Hiren Patel has been painting professionally for eight years 
and exhibiting throughout Australia and overseas.  He first 
studied oil painting under the renowned artist John Perkins.  
Hiren primarily paints urban landscapes which portray the 
mood, atmosphere and activity of the scene, and this is the 
type of subject he will demonstrate for us at our meeting.  
Good design, composition and dramatic light are very 
important to his work.  “My painting methods are based on 
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Left:  
Rob Candy 
explains an 
aspect of his 
technique.
Below:  
Rob Candy 
holds up his 
watercolour 
painting of 
a crane on 
Cockatoo Island.

the 19th century realists and impressionists,” he says.  “I 
employ the ‘Alla Prima” technique.”  He starts with a 
loose drawing, and allows his creative instincts to guide 
him through the process.  “Keep moving forward, and 
everything will take care of itself.  I push myself to be 
as abstract as possible, but still achieve the perception of 
reality.”
We are very much looking forward to watching Hiren at 
work.
Mellissa Read-Devine – Tuesday 24th May
Mellissa was born in England and moved to Australia as 
a child, now more than 40 years ago.  Her work ranges 
between vibrant interpretations of her local landscape to 
intricate wood & linocuts. She is a skillful printmaker, has 
been painting continuously for the past 14 years and is a 
recipient of many prizes and awards. Her demonstration 
using acrylics is sure to delight you with its creativity and 
stunning colour.
When asked to describe her current work, Mellissa said:  
“Bright impressionistic acrylic paintings of my local 
landscape. The more trees and rocks the better. I love the 
process of painting – a dance of brushstrokes across a 
large canvas, representing light, movement and joy.”

Recent Demonstrations & Talks
Guest Artist for February – Rob Candy  “Inject a little 
Mystery into your Art…” by Margaret Vickers
At our February meeting we welcomed the new year with 
a wonderful watercolour demonstration by the highly 
acclaimed painter Rob Candy. Engaging, informative and 
talented (he is a member of the Australian Watercolour 
Institute AWI) Rob walked us through all the steps 
required to produce a watercolour painting. In his hands it 
looked so easy!
Surprisingly an old crane on Cockatoo island was the 

chosen subject. There 
was not a boat in sight! 
Saunders 300gsm paper 
was used and the required 
shape was taped to a 
board. Paper that does 
not buckle when water 
is applied is absolutely 
necessary when doing 
watercolour. The higher 
the gsm the thicker the 
paper.  A 2B pencil is the 
preferred sketching tool 
as it gives a vast array of 
marks without harming 
the paper. How you draw 
up your subject is critical 

to the final outcome. The character of the line, whether it 
is heavy or light, mirrors the values that will be painted 
in that section of the sketch. A heavier line will mean a 
darker, heavier pigment will be applied to that area whilst 
the reverse is also the case. Rob also uses the pencil as a 
measuring tool. Angles can be assessed as too can scale.
The drawing stage for Rob is critical. Interestingly, how 
the drawn line is executed “ plays” with the eye. Add a 
little mystery to the drawn mark by allowing suggestions to 
be included rather than defining everything with absolute 
clarity. It also heightens the experience for the viewer as 
their engagement is strengthened. Rob includes an array of 
dots to guide his pencil pathways.
To make the painting stage efficient, Rob works from an 
ordered palette so all the colours are arranged in a certain 
way. Instinctive painting results. There is also enough 
space to mix the required amount of pigments for the initial 
washes. Efficiency is necessary because watercolour is 
all about the magic that happens between the paper, the 
paint application and the respective drying times of many 
factors. Whilst control of colour in water is difficult for 
the beginner, in the hands of a master it is mesmerising to 
watch all these influences “orchestrated” to perfection.
When watercolour is first applied the paper is dampened 
from the top down with more water being applied at the 
top. Soft washes are laid down the page. Other colours can 
be washed in. Colours blend and melt over one another 
often with beautiful outcomes. Rob gently guided the 
beaded edge down the page. Backing boards can be tilted to 
regulate the flow. Importantly for Rob’s work these initial 
washes link everything together, unifying the artwork. This 
holistic approach is a very strong stylistic feature of Rob’s 
watercolours.
Once these early washes were totally dry, the second phase 
could ensue. The drawing dictated the values that were 
to be used, that is if one area was to be darker or lighter 
than another. To inject “life” into the work Rob randomly 
added a few dots of colour. Immediately the artwork was 
enriched. Texture was added. Finger nails were scraped 
through the work or a loaded brush of fresh water lifted the 
pigment and gave a ghost like look. To get strong darks, 
Prussian blue and Alizarin were mixed.
Thank you Rob for a fabulous watercolour presentation. 
Your obvious joy when doing watercolour painting as well 
as your generosity of spirit in sharing your knowledge 
made for a highly educational and fun evening of art. If 
anyone is interested in doing sketching, two clubs were 
mentioned – the Sydney Sketch club and the Urban 
Sketchers. Maybe it’s time to hone your drawing skills…..

Remember to check out our website:

www.lanecoveartsociety.com.au  
for all the information on coming meetings,  
as well as exhibition entry forms, coming 

workshops and membership renewal forms.
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Guest Artist for March – Greg Hansell   “The colours of 
nature at your fingertips” by Diana Hallowes
Greg Hansell was welcomed as an old friend when he 
visited our Society as guest artist for March.  A finalist 
more than 20 times in the Archibald and Wynne Prizes 
and Salon de Refuse, Greg is best known for his subtle 
realist pastel works created with earth colours handmade 
by himself from natural shales and rocks, with no binders 
or preservatives.  Different sites yield whites and greys, 
earths and ochres and rich reds.  There are no real darks.  
Greg starts his paintings by drawing and shading with a 
black charcoal pencil, its long point honed sharp with a 
blade. 
He likes recording history and enjoys rendering the 
colours and textures of weathered wood and iron.  On site 
he uses a small board with bulldog clips to hold the paper, 
which is Mi-Tientes paper in various colours, used on the 
smooth side.
Putting on his apron and setting up a small still life – 
apples and a bowl – Greg got down to work.  For his first 
demo he used Schmincke soft pastels, another choice 
for work done in the studio, which he does not mix with 
his handmade colours.  These are high quality and very 
creamy.  Greg explained that you can work back many 
times into the laid down pastel.  He does not believe in 
smudging with a finger to blend colours, preferring the 
vibrant look of individual colours on top of and next to 
each other.  He likes to cover the paper fully, in contrast to 
those pastellists who leave untouched paper as part of the 
work.  “All my training was in oils,” he explained.
For the demo in Schmincke pastels, Greg used a red paper.  
When it was finished he took a blue paper and created 
another small work in earth colours.  With these pastels the 
vivid commercial colours are not possible.  Greg quoted 
Lloyd Rees:  “Get the tone right and the shape right and it 
will look whatever colour you want it to look.”  The result 
was subtle and beautiful.
Regarding the colour of the paper, he claimed to use 
whatever was on top of the pile, but said that earth colours 
looked better on darker paper and with commercial 
colours it worked best to use a colour opposite to the main 
colour of your subject.
As he worked, Greg answered members’ questions.  One 
of the more vexed questions for pastel artists is always 
the matter of using fixative, which stops the work from 
smudging but tends 
to darken the colours.  
Greg advised fixing 
the work yourself, only 
when it was finished, 
and using Schmincke 
fixative which was 
expensive but worth 
paying for.
Watching Greg work, 
people felt inspired to go 
home and ‘have a go’.  
A master of the medium, 
he was a pleasure to 
watch.  Thank you, 
Greg, for a wonderful 
evening.

Westpac Mini Exhibitions
If you would like to show your work at Westpac give 
your name to Sylvia Davies.  Her phone number is 9975 
4375 or email sylviadavies002@gmail.com.  Currently on 
display is a mini solo exhibition by Anne Cockle.

Congratulations to members
Cilla Davis - Royal Easter Show: HC for Still Life; and 
Royal Art Society Autumn Exhibition: HC.  Dana Dion 
won 2nd Prize for Marine/Seascape Painting.  Josefia 
Lemon won 1st Prize for Miniature art. 

Out and About -  from Chrissie
For those of you who missed the opportunity of seeing 
Marina Bishop’s outstanding exhibition at Gallery Lane 
Cove a month ago many of the prints can be seen in her 
joint exhibition with Wayne Pearson, a specialist glass 
artist.  The Exhibition entitled  “re-versed”, is open till 24 
April at Gauge Gallery, 68 Glebe Point Road, Glebe.
The 20th Sydney Biennale is now on at various venues 
throughout Sydney.  I visited Cockatoo Island over Easter 
and was fascinated by two major displays both in the large 
workshop.  Check out the website.
AGNSW has another blockbuster opening on 25 June:  
Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera.
Plus ARTEXPRESS 2016 is on until 15 May.  Be amazed 
by the young artists of tomorrow.

More Coming Exhibitions & Workshops
St Ives Show - Northern Suburbs Agricultural & 
Horticultural Society Inc.: 21 -22 May; entries close  
19 April; www.stivesshow.net/art or tel Susan Joyce  
0418 614 368
LANE COVE MEMBERS EXHIBITION - 
artXtra!:  29 Apr – 7 May;  Gallery Lane Cove, 
Longueville Road
Art in Action Workshops:  13 – 15 May;   
back in 2016 at Merroo Conference Centre, 
Kurrajong.  Book now:  www.combinedartsocieties.
com
Camberwell Art Show (Victoria):   
9 – 17 July; www.camberwellartshow.org.au

Right: Greg Hansell 
produced two pastels 
during his talk - one 
with commercial 
pastels, and, on the 
right, with his hand- 
made pastels.
Below: Greg Hansell 
talks to the group 
over a cup of tea 
afterwards.


