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Next Meetings Demonstrations 

& Talks - see details page 4

• Tuesday June 28th:   
Tony Belobrajdic will demon-
strate in watercolour.  Currently 
artist in residence at Gallery 
Lane Cove, Tony is an award-
winning artist and teacher.  
Everyone will have seen the 
beautiful watercolours he do-
nated to the Society as 1st and 
2nd Raffle Prizes at artXtra.

• Tuesday July 26th:  Keith 
Betts, award winning portraitist 
and landscape artist will dem-
onstrate his unique style in oils.

• Meeting time: 8pm on fourth 
Tuesday each month except 
Dec. and Jan. 

• Meeting place: Lane Cove 
Community Centre, 164 
Longueville Road, two doors 
from Central Avenue. Go down 
the ramp or use lift. Entrance  
at the back of the building.

• Parking: limited parking 
at back of building or park 
in shopping centre across 
Longueville Rd, below Library.

From the President’s Desk  by Chrissie Lloyd

www.lanecoveartsociety.com.au

Hello everyone,
Opening night of our artXtra Exhibition once again was a delightful evening 
enjoyed by the 200 strong crowd of artists, their families and friends, and our very 
supportive Lane Cove community.  86 members entered 225 works and all were 
hung. Lesley O’Shea FRAS was our judge this year:  she was generous with her 
praise of both the standard and presentation, AND with her commendations as you 
will see in a full report by Diana Hallowes later in this Newsletter. Our thanks go 
to Debra Balloch for writing all the award certificates for this exhibition. It was 
sincerely appreciated.
The committee was pleased that 19 works sold (almost 10% of total works 
exhibited).  Although we made a small loss overall, the joy of painting and 
exhibiting our work is why we come together in this society.  In my speech I read 
out part of a letter from Lloyd Rees to his family written in 1977 just prior to an 
exhibition:
“Since ringing last night I’ve been a little concerned about my emphasis upon the 
financial aspect of the coming exhibition…   But may I correct the emphasis by 
dwelling upon the thought that there always has been and will be for me a mystical 
element about the sale of a picture, based I believe, upon an innate desire for 
communication between one human being and another, and this applies particularly 
I think in the realm of Art – indeed without communication and response Art has no 
meaning….   And so, I like to think, my coming exhibition will hold something of 
this spirit – the thought of the coming together of people to share an experience.”
This sums it up perfectly.
Just prior to the presentation of awards I had much pleasure in asking Marina 
Bishop, Pat Wilson and John Heffernan to come forward and accept Life 
Membership in the Society.  In cahoots with my new Vice President, Marg Vickers, 
we decided that the years 
of dedicated service as 
committee members by 
these three generous 
people should be 
recognised.  The surprise 
of this announcement 
firstly produced stunned 
looks which very quickly 
became jubilant smiles as 
the resounding applause 
struck home.  Well 
deserved congratulations!

 (Please note this is the 
fourth but not the last 
Tuesday in June).

Right: At the artXtra Exhibition 
our President gave Life 
Memberships to three of our 
long-term dedicated Committee 
members: John Heffernan,  
Marina Bishop and Pat Wilson.  
Photo thanks to Margaret Vickers.
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I hope many of you were able to visit the SH Ervin to 
view the latest exhibition by Guy Warren.  Barry Pearce 
asked if he might curate an exhibition of Guy’s work 
dating from his early years in London up to the present to 
coincide with Guy’s 95th birthday.  Visiting Guy’s studio 
Barry was able see a constant in the works, one which 
he described as “connectivity” between our land and 
its inhabitants – past, present and future.  At a talk with 
Glen Barkley in the Gallery, Glen asked Guy to describe 
how he sees himself as a painter.  Guy’s response,  “I’m 
a mark maker.  I make marks.  It says I’m human, I was 
here.” 
Honest words, words which resonate through time and 
the history of art.
On the morning of his birthday I delivered a present to 
Guy from the Committee and all members of the Society.  
This was an old whiskey (his favourite) together with a 
card.  When thanking me recently he said  “I thoroughly 
enjoyed every sip and thought of each and every one of 
you”.
Guy has kindly invited us to once again visit his studio 
at Leichhardt. It will take place on Thursday 14 July at 
10.30am; the Society will provide delicious treats to mark 
the occasion.  I will maintain a list of those wishing to 
attend.  Please note:  your name must be on the list to 
receive notice of Guy’s studio address or notification of 
cancellation if necessary.  Email: chrissielloyd@live.com.
au or message me on 0419 200 438
On the afternoon of Sunday 11 September the Society 
and the Lane Cove Poets in Residence Group will once 

Right: Thomasin 
Graham (right), 

winner of the 
Print Prize, with 

the Waterbrook 
girls

 Below: Margaret 
Vickers with 

her “Windswept 
Landscape”, 
winner of the 

Lloyd Rees Prize.

again enjoy the springtime gardens of historic Carisbrook 
House.  A delicious Devonshire Tea will be on offer and 
I ask you to note this date in your diaries.  The gardens 
are beautiful providing many spots perfect for plein air 
painting.  The Historical Society is talking to me about the 
exhibiting and sale of work relating to this event. 
If you would like to be a part of this enjoyable painting 
day please contact Judy Laird on 9427 3170 or via email 
judithval@bigpond.com

ArtXtra Award Winners
Our members’ exhibition, artXtra, looked beautiful 
and the opening was a great pleasure to enjoy with all 
our friends and fellow artists. The work was of a high 
standard and the thoughtful way it was hung showed all 
the paintings off to best advantage.  Lesley O’Shea FRAS 
was our judge and she took a great deal of time and care 
in looking at all the work and was generous in giving out 
more commendations than is usual.  Her general comment 
was:  “I use ‘I wish I had done this’ as one of the guiding 
reactions in selecting a work for a prize.  The other is 
‘does the painting keep me coming back and keep me 
looking’.  These two factors have governed my choices in 
the following prizes and awards.”
The Lloyd Rees Prize – Margaret Vickers, “Windswept 
Landscape”.  Judge’s comment: “An evocative piece of 
work. A beautiful use of line and watercolour that conveys 
the feeling of the rough scratchiness of the bushland 
landscape moulded by the elements.”
The Guy Warren Prize – Barbara Goldin, “Still Life 
with Jug”.  Judge’s comment:  “I kept coming back to this 
painting. This work has a pleasing balance of shapes and 
tones and at the same time it is a lively interesting work 
with splashes of colour and layers of textures and lines.”
The Joyce Mills Prize for Oils & Acrylics – Paul 
McCarthy, “Get Those Paints off the Table”;  VHC – Ian 

Above: Guy 
Warren is 
presented with 
a cake at his 
95th Birthday 
Celebration at  
SH Ervin Gallery. 
Photo by Document 
Photography.

Left: Photo 
of Guy with 
daughter Joanna 
beside a self 
portrait. Photo by 
Chrissie Lloyd.
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Top left:  
Cilla Davis receives her award for 
Mixed Media from our Patron Ian 
Longbottom.
Above:  
Pamela Irving (centre) and, to the 
right, her award-winning portrait 
“White on Black”.
Top right:  
Tony Belobrajdic receives his award  for 
Watercolours from Ian Longbottom.
Bottom left:  
Paul McCarthy with his prizewinning 
painting: “Get Those Paints Off the Table” 

Johnson, “Arabesque”, Hiren Patel, “Urban Vista”;  HC 
– Debra Balloch, “Handpicked”, Deirdre Hart, “Still Life 
I”, Lesley Nguyen (Bisset), “Car Yard”;  C – Wendy Fare, 
“Natalie”, Daria Hahn, “Cockburn Ranges, Kimberley”, 
Robert Kench, “Feeling Sheepish”, Vivienne McDonald, 
“The Point”, John Marsh, “Currarong Exposure”, Magie 
Maule, “Swimmer III”, Lesley Nguyen (Bisset), “The 
Coming Storm”.
Watercolours – Tony Belobrajdic, “Anzac Bridge”;  
VHC – Linda Butterfield, “Kestrel”, Bruce Stanley, 
“Misty Morning”;  HC -  Cynthia Jackson, “Morning 
Light”, Rosemary Jackson, “Great Western Tier, 
Tasmania”, Jillian Lloyd, “’Japonica’ Flowering Quince”, 
Catherine Lowe, “Banksia Serrata II”;  C – Diana 
Hallowes, “Wattle Time”, John Heffernan, “Strelitzia”, 
Keith Lamport, “Three Mates”, Eva Purnell, “Blue 
Calm”, Vicki Ratcliff, “Water Garden”.
Mixed Media – Cilla Davis, “Happy Pond”;  VHC - 
Anne Cockle, “Bloom in Blue”, Lavinia Foote Morid, 
“Sand and Sunbather”;  HC – Sylvia Davies, “To Road’s 
End”;  C – Jane Alexander, “Water’s Edge I”, Denise 
Heffernan, “Steps to the Water”, Afia Kellenbach 
Roerink, “Oasis”.
Pastels & Drawings – Pamela  Irving, “White on Black”;  
VHC – Iona Willis, “Sydney Rock Orchid”;  HC – Alison 
Stewart, “Picnic”;  C – Lyn Burns, “Turpentine Rising”, 
Greg Morgan, “After the Flood”.
Prints – Thomasin Graham, “Through the Looking 
Glass”; VHC – Marina Bishop, “Harbour Afternoon”.
The Art Scene Prize for Small Works – Bernardhine 
Mueller, “Dancing with the Ocean”;  VHC – Robyn 
Leeder, “Kings in Conversation II;  HC – Carolyn 
Chown, “Apples & a Moroccan Plate”, Zofia Swita-
Bobryk, “In the Bush”;  C – Shelley Hui Du, “Alps”, 

Chrissie Lloyd, “Regeneration”, Noeline O’Connor, “Wild 
Flower Bouquet”, Claire Stack, “Cricket-ball Hakea”, Pat 
Wilson, “The Favourite Chair”.
Raffle and Viewers Choice
Both raffle prizes were generously donated by Tony 
Belobrajdic. First prize, “Greenwich Bay”, was won by 
our member Jillian Lloyd of Northwood, and 2nd prize, 
“Rocks Market”, was won by viewer Margaret Thomas of 
North Ryde.  The consolation prize of a magnum of wine 
was won by member Murray Talman of Roseville.
The Viewers Choice was a tie, the 2 favourite works being 
“Sydney Harbour” by Tony Belobrajdic  and “Lunch 
Time Showers” by Hiren Patel, with Hiren receiving the 
1 year’s subscription to Australian Artist (Tony graciously 
declined as he will be overseas for 6 months).
Sue Sherrah of Lane Cove was the lucky viewer who won 
the magnum of wine for voting in the Viewer’s Choice.
The Childrens’ Choice was won by Daniel Rees - the 
childrens’ favourite 
was  “Kestral” by Linda 
Butterfield.

Right:  
Daniel Rees holds up his 
coloured drawing, using 
his prize art materials 
from the Childrens’ Choice 
award.  
Photo by Sheena Rees.
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53rd Lane Cove Council Exhibition
Well, artXtra may be over, but there is still something big 
to look forward to and to keep us painting!
We are happy to confirm Council’s full support for the 
2016 Exhibition, and its sponsorship of prizes.  The total 
prize money this year is $9,250.  The exhibition will 
be opened by Mayor Deborah Hutchens on Friday 12th 
August – doors open at 6pm.  An entry fee of $5 will be 
charged for opening night only, with the proceeds going 
to the Rotary Club of Lane Cove.
As usual, members and non-members may enter two 
works per artist.  Entry forms have been sent to members 
who are on email, and paper forms will be included 
with this newsletter for those who need them, including 
the Members Roster form.  Ring Susan Lucena to book 
your time on the Roster and please remember to write 
your booking number on your entry form.  If you are not 
exhibiting, helping on the Roster is a good way to feel 
part of the show and is appreciated. 
Important dates:
Entry forms: Thursday 21 July 2016 
Delivery of work: Thursday 4 August, 2pm – 6.30pm
Opening night: Friday 12 August, 6.00pm
Exhibition open: Daily 10am – 4.30pm,  

Sat 13 – Sun 21. ADMISSION FREE
Exhibition closes early:  4pm Sun 21 August 

Collect work: Sunday 21 August, 4.15 – 5.45pm

Above: Raffle Prize. Paul McCarthy has donated a 
beautiful, vibrant acrylic painting, “ Up Past Kandos”, 
to be this year’s raffle prize.  Besides being a member of 
our Society, Paul is a well-known artist and teacher who 
has won many awards.  He is particularly known for his 
wonderful use of colour.

Next Meetings
Demonstrations & Talks by Guest Artists
Tony Belobrajdic – Tuesday 28th June
Having seen the two beautiful watercolours which Tony 
donated as Raffle prizes for artXtra, as well as his 
works in the exhibition, one of which won First Prize for 
Watercolour and one the People’s Choice award, we are 

very keenly looking forward to seeing him demonstrate 
for us at our June meeting.
Born in Croatia, Tony spent time in New York before 
settling in Sydney, where he now teaches and practises his 
art.  For the past six months he has been artist in residence 
at Gallery Lane Cove, culminating in a solo exhibition at 
the Gallery which is open from 7th June until 2nd July.  
This is a must to see!
Keith Betts – Tuesday 26th July
Keith Betts has been a finalist in several of Australia’s 
most prestigious portrait prizes, including the Doug 
Moran.  As a landscape artist he works in oils, often ‘en 
plein air’, creating paintings which bridge the divide 
between abstract and representational art.  Keith says he is 
self-taught and has a unique style.  Among his influences 
he mentions McCubbin, Boyd and Perceval, Jackson 
Pollock and in particular, “the great indigenous Australian 
painter Emily Kame Kngwarreye”.
Keith will demonstrate in oils.

Members’ News
Pamela Irving won the Regional Prize at Hunters Hill, and 
Pat Wilson was Highly Commended for Watercolours.
Felicity Unwin is the winner of the Ewart Art Prize for 
2016.
Awards at Drummoyne Open Art Awards:
Eva Barry - Winner and also VHC Modern Section; 
Ann Cockle – VHC Modern, VHC Drawing, Pastels; 
Bernhardine Mueller – HC Prints; Hiron Patel – VHC 
Traditional; John Perkins – Winner Members Section, 
VHC Traditional and Small Works, Canada Bay Section; 
Gaye Pietracci – HC Canada Bay Section

Recent Demonstrations & Talks
Guest Artist for April – Hiren Patel
“How do You See the World?” by Margaret Vickers
When studying the history of art, the marks an artist 
makes can reflect a melting pot of artistic influences. 
Hiren Patel’s oil painting demonstration to our April 
meeting exemplified this perfectly.
For the last six years Hiren has been taking painting 
lessons with the award winning artist, John Perkins. Hiren 
also mentioned his love of the Australian Impressionist 

Right: Hiren Pattel beside his oil painting of an Indian 
Street Scene, demonstrated to us in April.



resulted in what artists term “the happy accident” To 
assess his work Hiren would often walk some distance 
from his easel to see if the whole artwork was coming 
together. At other times he advised that it is very good to 
squint at your work. It simplifies the shapes and clarifies 
the tones. 
Your passion for oil painting was a delight to share 
Hiren. Thank you for a very successful demonstration 
and long may your success continue. For fellow artists it 
may be time to be far more adventurous with your own 
brushwork. 
Guest Artist for May – Mellissa Read-Devine
“Can Art Turn a Light on for You?” by Margaret Vickers
Award winning artist Mellissa Read-Devine demonstrated 
at our May meeting. As we entered her world of summery, 
vibrant colour all thoughts of a chilly autumn evening 
evaporated. 
Just how Mellissa has arrived at this place in her 
artistic journey is a story that may resonate with many 
women painters. Born in England, Mellissa travelled to 
Australia, married and “settled down” (funny term) to 
raise a family. Not much settling occurred as she moved 
with her husband’s employment. However, in Darwin 
a revelation occurred. Wanting intellectual stimulation 
with two youngsters at home, she began attending art 
classes at night starting with what she regards as the most 
challenging medium – watercolour. Many classes ensued 
and now twenty years later, Mellissa is a gifted acrylic 
painter and printmaker.

painters such as Mc Cubbin and Condor. Strong 
influences from both these sources flow through Hiren’s 
paintings. All these artists were chasing the light.  For this 
particular demonstration a busy Indian street scene was 
selected. Hiren was attracted to the large shapes and the 
strong tonal contrasts. A primed board was his painting 
surface and it had been sealed with a coat of ceiling paint.
His palette consisted of warm and cool colours made up 
mainly of the Windsor and Newton range. He set about 
“chasing the light.” The focal point where the lightest 
light and the darkest dark merged was the lure to attract 
the viewer’s eye. The photograph was used as a rough 
guide only. Gone are the days when Hiren’s aim was to 
replicate his subject in a tight representational manner. 
Now with the discovery of his own artistic style a much 
freer approach has evolved. Consequently, energetic 
strokes from a thin fan bristle brush dance around the 
board all the time searching for the outcome he has in 
his mind’s eye. It was fascinating to watch this lively 
process. “One mark makes way for another and then 
another…” Fearless in his approach Hiren knew that 
mistakes could easily be rectified in this early stage 
when the oil paint was still very wet. His focus was on 
capturing the big shapes in an abstracted way and he 
was feeling his way throughout these early stages in the 
painting. The detail was added in the latter stages.
Gadgets galore exist in today’s modern art world. Hiren 
introduced his audience to the “colour shaper”. With a 
flick of the wrist this tool made clean linear highlights 
in the painting. Light was immediately captured. If too 
much oil paint was removed more paint could be added 
with a brush. Constantly adding and subtracting elements 
of the composition resulted in a very harmonious 
outcome where warm and cool colours  permeated the 
whole work. 
 “Let things work themselves out,” remarked Hiren. For 
this reason his exploratory mark making methods often 

Above: Members of the Art Society browse through Hiren 
Pattel’s portfolio after his demonstration.

Right: Melissa Read-Devine’s canvases are fresh and 
colourful. Melissa works quickly, and needs to work 
on several at once to give them time to dry... For her 
demonstration she started one canvas, then brought out 
one ‘she had prepared earlier’ to show the next stage.

Remember to check out our website:

www.lanecoveartsociety.com.au  
for all the information on coming meetings,  
as well as exhibition entry forms, coming 

workshops and membership renewal forms.
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Both these genres marry well to the various aspects of 
her personality. Big canvases, bold strokes and a dancing 
brush allow fresh and colourful acrylic paintings to take 
shape. Quieter moods find Mellissa meditatively cutting 
wood blocks and linocuts where strong black and white 
prints result.
What factors have influenced Mellissa’s creative marks? 
Environment has exerted a profound effect. Living in 
the scenic rural outskirts of Sydney in Sackville north 
has provided inspiration aplenty. Trees, birds, hills, 
landscapes, flowers and rocks are all visible from her 
studio. So many artists through time have been inspired 
by this region – Arthur Streeton, Elioth Gruner and Greg 
Hansell to name but a few.
Technology is another factor that shapes Mellissa’s mark 
making. An ipad allows her to photograph subjects and 
also to play around with composition – enlarging and 
cropping. For Mellissa technology has abrogated the need 
for field sketches. For the demonstration the ipad with the 
selected image was mounted on top of the easel above the 
canvas.
Working from a masonite palette laden with Derivan 
acrylic colours Mellissa freely moved her brush 
around the canvas “letting it do its own thing.” This 
underpainting was often sprayed and the drips injected 
happy accidents everywhere. At times an old “ credit 
card” was used to get clear cut edges (found edges) in the 
later stages of the work. Interestingly water not medium 
is added to the paint unless she is painting outside (“en 
plein air”). Then retarder can be used as it allows for a 
longer drying time.
Mellissa was thorough in her preparation for our demo. A 
second canvas with an underlayer already prepared was 
worked up, adding and subtracting painterly marks as she 
searched for the light. Finished works are sprayed with 
a matt varnish because they photograph more easily and 
the varnish injects life back into the acrylic colours. 
Thank you for an entertaining night of art Mellissa. Art 
has provided a wonderful outlet whilst she was raising 

Upcoming Exhibitions & Workshops
• The Art Scene Mitchell Winter School, 

Bathurst, 3-8 July, bookings close 10 June, www.
artscenemsa.com.au

• Warringah Art Prize, 5–19 August, online only 
entries close 21 June; www.warringah.nsw.gov.au 
or contact Natalie Watson 9942-2502

• The Coal & Allied 2016 Singleton Art Prize, 
23-26 July; entries close 1 July; contact David 
Gausden 0429 775 556 or John Drinan 6577 
6156;  email: singartprize@bigpond.com;  www.
singletononhunterrotary.org.au

• Australian Society of Miniature Art National 
Awards, 5-20 August at Ewart Gallery, Workshop 
Arts Centre, 33 Laurel St Willoughby. Entries 
close 19 July, open to all Australian artists, www.
asmansw.com

• 53rd LANE COVE ART AWARD , 12-21 August, 
entries close 21 July.

• Mosman Art Prize, 20 August – 25 
September, online entries close 8 August, www.
mosmanartgallery.org.au

Join the Lane Cove Art Society Committee  
and assist our great team to run our wonderful Art 

Society. Going over 50 years, and still vibrant!
Contact Chrissie Lloyd on 0419 200 438

her young family and it continues to enrich her life 
journey. Why not give art a chance to enrich your life too?

Westpac Mini Exhibition
Sylvia Davies has a good list of members wishing to 
have a mini solo exhibition.  We have not yet heard the 
date for renovations to begin at the Bank.  We will advise 
members when this will happen, and we are happy to say 
that we will be able to resume showing our art when they 
are complete.
Currently showing is work by Judy Laird & Judy Carroll. 
Do drop in to have a look.

The Art Scene Sale  
The Art Scene, West Ryde, is to have a sale of art 
materials for the whole of June and July – a good time to 
stock up.  Check out their website or pay them a visit.
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Please note: any Members who are not financial for 2016 will  
no longer receive Newsletters or Member discounts.


