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Next Meetings Demonstrations 

& Talks - see details page 4

• Tuesday October 25th:   
Marg Vickers will talk about 
gathering inspirations from 
nature for her paintings and 
prints.

• Tuesday November 22nd 
(4th Tuesday):  Our Christmas 
Meeting and party! Please 
bring a plate of food to share. 
Guy Warren and son Paul will 
show a video of Guy’s work.  

• Meeting time: 8pm on fourth 
Tuesday each month except 
Dec. and Jan. 

• Meeting place: Lane Cove 
Community Centre, 164 
Longueville Road, two doors 
from Central Avenue. Go down 
the ramp or use lift. Entrance  
at the back of the building.

• Parking: limited parking 
at back of building or park 
in shopping centre across 
Longueville Rd, below Library.

www.lanecoveartsociety.com.au

Hello everyone,
November 22 Christmas meeting special event – A night with Guy Warren
Our last meeting for this year will be a very special occasion.  Paul Warren 
produced a video relating to his father’s work which was shown as part of Guy’s 
recent exhibition at the SH Ervin.  Paul has generously donated a copy of this 
video to the LCAS which will be shown at our meeting after which he will chat 
with his father.  Copies of Guy’s book will be available for purchase and will 
be personally signed for you by Guy.  What a great way to end another fabulous 
year!
This being our Christmas meeting the Society will be providing the usual wine 
and soft drink to celebrate the close of another good year of camaraderie within 
our art community and once again I would ask you to bring a platter of Christmas 
fare to enjoy with friends. 
The Poets and Painters Day on 11 September at historic Carisbrook House was 
another enjoyable collaboration between the LCAS and the Lane Cove Historical 
Society.  Weatherwise it was a perfect day as we found spots to set up our easels 
and paint the lovely old stone house with its glorious gardens.  About six artists 
(all committee members) were plied with champagne, sandwiches, tea, coffee 
and delicious scones with jam and cream.  A sincere thanks to the ladies from the 
Historical Society who made sure we were well looked after during the day.  I had 
asked attending artists to bring small works to display and Lyn Teal made a sale:  
well done Lyn.  Visitors wandered round the grounds and chatted to us about 
our work and the Society.  Several were new to Lane Cove so it was the perfect 

Right: Guy Warren, one of the  
Art Society’s Founding Fathers,  
will talk at our Christmas Party.  

Photos: Chrissie Lloyd
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opportunity for them to see two organisations enjoying 
working in the local environs happily advertising how 
they interact with the community.  A lovely day was had 
by all who attended.
On behalf of your committee, I wish you all a joyous and 
safe Christmas season.    Chrissie

Poets and Painters Day at Carisbrook: Top: Judy Laird 
painting in the wonderful grounds of the heritage house. 
Middle: Lyn Teal sold one of her paintings at the event. 
Bottom: Chrissie set up her easel to paint a scene in the 
luxuriant gardens. Photos: Marina Bishop

Next Meetings
Demonstrations & Talks by Guest Artists
Marg Vickers – Tuesday 25th October 
Marg Vickers will be talking about her painting and 
printmaking practice and the inspiration she draws from 
her natural surroundings. Showing some of her work, she 
will reveal her mentors and methods.
Tuesday 22nd November: Be aware, this is the 4th 
Tuesday of the month. Our Christmas Night will start 
with a video about Guy Warren, then a brief chat about 
his work. This will be followed by our end of year 
celebration, with some wine & soft drink, and nibbles. 
Please remember to bring a plate to share for our party.

Recent Demonstrations & Talks
Guest Artist for August – Patrick Shirvington
“Let’s Dare to Dream….” by Margaret Vickers
In a sense it was a coming home for our guest artist 
demonstrator Patrick Shirvington when he addressed 
the August meeting. Having attended the local St 
Michael’s primary school then St Pius Chatswood, Patrick 
thoughtfully recounted his memories of the rich artistic 
community that existed in the Lane Cove region in those 
bygone days. Not only well known artists but creative 
people from the world of theatre such as Hayes Gordon 
resided in this area too. However, many artists including 
Lloyd Rees (who incidentally attended Patrick’s very 
first exhibition), George Lawrence, Desiderius Orban, 
John Santry and Guy Warren – the list goes on – did cross 
the path of this artist. As a result, Patrick’s introductory 
anecdotes accompanied with photos certainly provided 
a very appropriate opening to what was to become an 
extraordinary evening of art.
A lifelong nature lover Patrick’s felt marks made 
from natural objects reflected an artist who not merely 
observes his subject but one who seemingly blends into 
it. As a child he gravitated towards a group of trees in 
the playground and decades later the magnetism of the 
Australian bush remains stronger than ever. Selecting as 
his first subject a banksia seed cone Patrick used part of 
the banksia longifolia as a brush to playfully make marks 
with crushed charcoal from the bush mixed with water. 
Except for the paper which was cartridge, nature had 
provided all the materials. Patrick added the instinctive 
marks. Accordingly, there was an absolute purity to this 
artist’s work and it was reflected in the examples of his art 

Right: Beautiful  
yellow Clivias 
at Carisbrook 
from the Poets 

& Painters Day. 
These plants are 

for sale regularly 
as a fundraiser for 
the historic house. 
Photo: Chrissie Lloyd
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that were displayed. “Let the work evolve” and “draw, 
draw, draw.” Embrace the accidents because that is where 
the magic happens – in the mindfulness zone.
Unusually for an artist Patrick made numerous references 
to sport throughout his talk. Once the techniques are 
honed whether it is in the realm of art or sport, fabulous 
outcomes can occur when “instinctive” play happens. 
Body and spirit are one and you enter a place that is 
“beyond explanation and logic.” Patrick referred to this 
as the “translogical” zone and he firmly believes this is 
where we harness art.
Observing Patrick demonstrate with brush and ink was 
equally compelling. The subject was a scene from the 
“chaotically perfect” Australian bush so he chaotically 
chased a tissue laden with ink around  the paper. “Just 
get into the rhythm of the chaos.” We all watched Patrick 
follow his own advice seeking to communicate the spirit 
of the subject rather than controlling it. A thousand 
squiggly lines read as leaves on trees…..It was a pure 
delight to see the inner artist uncovered.
Patrick encouraged experimentation with materials. He 
recounted that Arthur Boyd used hair from the tail of 
his horse for a brush! Select materials that marry well to 
your subject. Patrick also uses earth pigments mixed with 
water and pushes this around. Sometimes the shavings of 
his Progresso pencils are mixed with water and make for 
a rich mark making mixture. 
Perhaps the real message from Patrick’s entertaining and 
enjoyable presentation is to let the inner artist surface and 
when you completely relax and dream, who knows what 
possibilities will result…..Happy mark making everyone.
Guest Artist for September – Yvonne Langshaw
“What Shapes an Artist’s Marks?” by Margaret Vickers
To watch an artist at work can be a fascinating process. 
As the tool of choice is danced about the search for 
the elusive outcome begins. What influences the path 
selected is a constant source of curiosity. Were they 
always drawn to art? What environment were they raised 
in? How have other artists influenced their marks? Why 
was this genre chosen?
The questions are endless. Our guest artist for the 
September general meeting of the Lane Cove Art 

Society, the multi award winning artist Yvonne Langshaw 
generously and patiently answered every question put to 
her. Yvonne was fortunate to be raised in an environment 
that affirmed her love of art. Her mother was a very gifted 
embroiderer with a keen sense of design and her paternal 
grandmother was an English artist. Even so, Yvonne was 
strongly encouraged to attend business college when 
she left school because art would not provide a reliable 
income! Undaunted Yvonne attended Chatswood evening 
college at night to do art. She also is a graduate of the 
National Art School.
In the past, landscape provided Yvonne with a rich 
source of ideas for her largely traditional work. Acrylics, 
because of their flexibility unlike oils became her 
preferred choice of paint. Today her choice of subject is 

Below: Yvonne with the drawing she made on site 
in her sketch book, and the resultant painting at her 
demonstration. Photo: Marina Bishop

Right: Patrick 
Shirvington 

demonstrated 
his belief in 

experimenting 
with 

materials that 
complement 

the subject 
matter. 

Far right: 
Patrick 

Shirvington’s 
charcoal  and 
ink ‘sketch’ of 
the Australian 
bush.  Photos: 
Diana Hallowes



much broader including still life and interiors and the 
materials used have also widened. Oil pastels, inks, 
coloured papers, collage and pieces of old work with 
washes over them, under Yvonne’s guidance become 
interesting mixed media works. She did confess to a love 
of the warm palette colours especially red. As she had 
selected a landscape sketch from inland Australia for this 
demonstration a warm  palette seemed most appropriate.
How an artist “sees” and then “translates” visually holds 
tremendous appeal. For Yvonne, colour, shape and pattern 
attract her eye. To capture the spirit of central Australia, 
Yvonne commenced her demonstration by randomly 
attaching interesting pieces of collage to her 300gsm 
Arches hot pressed paper. This is a strong, good quality 
watercolour paper which will not buckle. Bold brush 
strokes added wonderful shapes, colour and pattern to her 
painting. An abstracted element emerged. “ Caterpillar 
dreaming” was how the indigenous people described the 
area she was painting. Yvonne was shown Aboriginal 
petroglyphs in a nearby cave….How fascinating that the 
inland landscape has been the impetus for the creative 
process across time and cultures.
Yvonne’s “creation”seemingly executed in an effortless 
fashion produced a colourful, abstracted landscape full 
of bold colour, shape and pattern. These marks were 
profoundly embedded in the landscape and captured the 
powerful spirit of inland Australia. Demonstrations inject 
a level of understanding into the marks an artist makes 
and assist in demystifying the process. The influence of 
Yvonne’s favourite artists were reflected in her work – 
Matisse, Picasso, Braque and Elizabeth Cummings. For 
the Lane Cove Art Society Yvonne’s bold and colourful 
marks were exciting, free and wonderfully authentic. 
Thankyou Yvonne for a fabulous night of art at the Lane 
Cove Art Society.

Join the Lane Cove Art Society Committee  
and assist our great team to run our wonderful Art 

Society. Going over 50 years, and still vibrant!
Contact Chrissie Lloyd on 0419 200 438

Upcoming Exhibitions  
• Grace Cossington-Smith Art Award Exhibition 

5 Nov - 10 Dec.  
• Paddington Art Prize,
• Hornsby Art Prize Exhibition, 17-27 Nov. 
• Parramatta Art Society Open Art Awards 

Exhibition -  6-16 Oct.
• Royal Botanic Gardens - Artisans in the Gardens 
 Sat 15 - Sun 23 Oct, 10am
• Art Gallery of NSW - Nude - Art from the Tate 

Collection, Sat 5 Nov - Sun 5 Feb 2017
• Gallery Lane Cove - “A Room with an Inner View” 

- Anne Buckingham, and “Punch, Pinch, Pixel & 
Palette” - Artists from Sunshine, 5 Oct - 29 Oct, 
Mon-Fri 10- 4.30, Sat 10 - 2.30pm

•  Gallery Lane Cove - “Colour - Tints, Hues &  
Tones” - Teachers, students & hirers of the Gallery 
& Centrehouse, Sat 10 Dec 2016 from 12.30 - Sat 4 
Feb 2017, Mon-Fri 10-4.30, Sat 10-2.30pm 
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Far left: Yvonne showed 
us many of her sketches 
and paintings from her 
recent painting trip to 

Central Australia. 
Left: Paul McCarthy 
looks through Yvonne 

Langshaw’s many 
abstract paintings. 
Photos: Marina Bishop

ART ESCAPE KANGAROO ISLAND
Come with Pamela Fairburn on a stunning Art Holiday 
to Kangaroo Island - 11 days of Exploring, Painting & 

Drawing: 13 - 23 March 2017. Contact Pamela,  
m: 0408 801 104 or pamela@pamelafairburn.com.au  

www.pamelafairburnart.com.au

Remember to check out our website:

www.lanecoveartsociety.com.au  
for all the information on coming meetings,  
as well as exhibition entry forms, coming 

workshops and membership renewal forms.


