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President’s Report - January 2018
Hello everyone and welcome to 2018
We have a exciting program for you this year.  Our monthly demonstrators are 
inspiring and broad in their relevant genres.  The next 3 months are outlined 
elsewhere in the newsletter.
First change for the year is our new premises at the Living and Learning Centre 
three doors down from Centrehouse (towards River Road).  As we ended last year 
we will start this year with a 7.30 opening for tea, bickies and catch up with other 
members before the meeting and demonstration.
Don’t forget our Swap/Gift corner where if you have any superfluous art materials 
at home bring them along and you might make someone very happy, it may be just 
what they want, or something there that you want.  
We also have two workshops, hopefully, that we can offer this year.  Details are 
currently being worked out.  
The new Gallery+Studio fit out is currently in progress and looks to be a very 
exciting place, offering to our members and the local community several 
opportunities for extra workshops and facilities.

YOU MUST READ THIS:
But, all of this has been organised by your very SMALL committee and unless we 
can get extra help and new committee members I am not sure how long we can 
keep struggling along.  The constitution has 7 members as the minimum number to 
run the society.  We have 7.  Only one has to resign and technically we all resign.  I 
am sorry to be so blunt but it is very precarious.
Please……………put your name down for committee or small jobs for our March 
Annual General Meeting.  We need you.  Committee meetings are 1 every 4-6 
weeks and the more people that volunteer the less any one of us has to do.  
I thank the members who did one off jobs last year, and continue to do this year.  
We just need more of you.  Co-opt your friends.  The more the merrier.
See you all at our February meeting with our exciting demonstrator, Patrick Carroll.
Lyn Teal, President

Right: At our 
Christmas party 

our Treasurer, John 
Heffernan, chats 

with Sylvia Davies 
and one of our 

Newsletter writers, 
Marg Vickers.

Next Meetings, Demonstrations 
& Talks – see details Page 2      
• Tuesday February 27th:  

Patrick Carroll, a fine painter 
and popular teacher, will 
demonstrate his dynamic 
methods in acrylic.

• Tuesday, March 27th:  Jan 
Latta, artist, author, wild life 
photographer and publisher of 
books on endangered animals, 
will give a presentation on her 
work.

Our Annual General Meeting 
will also take place during the 
March meeting.

• Meeting time:  7.30pm on the 
fourth Tuesday each month 
except December and January.

• Meeting place: Living 
and Learning Centre, 180 
Longueville Road, Lane Cove 
(street level room at the end of 
the corridor)

• Parking:  On the street or 
Woolworths car park.

Join the Lane Cove Art Society Committee  
and assist our great team to run our wonderful Art 

Society. Going over 50 years, and still vibrant!
Contact a member of the Committee (see below)
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Next Meetings
February 27th: first meeting of 2018
The February meeting of our Art Society, the first for 
2018, will be at the Living and Learning Centre, 180 
Longueville Road, Lane Cove - almost opposite the Lane 
Cove Library. The meeting will start at 7.30pm and the 
meeting room is on street level at the end of the corridor.  
Parking in street or Woolworths Car Park.  Members can 
help themselves to tea and coffee when they arrive; this 
will be followed by the formal meeting, and then the guest 
artist will demonstrate.
Guest Artist for February 27th – Patrick Carroll
Patrick Carroll, award winning artist, and generous 
conveyor of painting methods, will be our guest artist 
for February. Patrick is an exuberant, intuitive artist who 
has been painting and exhibiting for over 30 years. His 
work is forceful, supported by fine draughtsmanship 
and traditional painting techniques. He has a love of the 
landscape, the bush, the hills and the city. His bold and 
vibrant painting style is infused with personality and he 
is best described as a dynamic acrylic painter.  From the 
cluttered urban landscape of red roofs and narrow streets 
to the tangle of the Australian scrub, Patrick is able to 
distill its essence and grandeur and reflect it through 
confident brushstrokes and dramatic colours.
Guest Artist for March 27th -  Jan Latta
Jan was born in Sydney. She worked in advertising as 
a creative director and includes painting, drawing and 
printmaking in her skills. In 1994 she went to Africa and 
came face-to-face with a mountain gorilla in Rwanda. 
The experience changed her life and she is now the 
author, wildlife photographer and publisher of books on 
endangered animals. In her True to Life Books series for 
children she follows wild animals, taking photographs and 
writing about them in their natural habitats. She wants to 
be the voice of the animals, talking to children about their 
life and survival. 
Jan will talk to us about her life and her art and may also 
show a video.
Also March 27: Annual General Meeting
As usual, we will have our Annual General Meeting 
in March, before our Guest Artist’s presentation.  We 
urgently need some more committee members in order to 
be able to carry on as a society, so please come forward.  
It is fun and not hard work!

ArtXtra
At this time of year we usually start thinking of what we 
will paint and enter into our Members’ Exhibition, ArtXtra.  
This year, however, we have decided to put on ArtXtra 
in November instead of April/May.  This will enable us 
to have a longer time for the show, hopefully with people 
doing Christmas shopping, and it will not clash with 
the Hunters Hill and Drummoyne shows.  By then the 
renovations of the downstairs premises at the Gallery may 
also be finished.  

Recent Demonstrations & Talks
Guest Artist for October – Paul McCarthy
“Lights, darks and glorious colour” by Diana Hallowes
With an anticipatory buzz of pleasure, members of our 
Society welcomed back our old friend Paul McCarthy as 
guest artist for our October meeting.  Versatile and much 
awarded for his colourful works in oils, pastels and water 
media, Paul is also an insightful teacher and great fun to 
watch paint.
He had set up a canvas with preparatory drawing on 
it, ready to work in acrylics from an on-site sketch in 
watercolours.  “I’ve been away and done lots of work in 
my sketchbooks – 20 minutes max should give you enough 
information.”  He passed the sketchbooks around while he 
started on the foliage of his chosen subject, a painting of 
desert oaks.
“Tone is the most important thing,” he said as he loosely 
put on the glorious colours – reds, yellows and ochres.  He 
uses a binder medium in the acrylic paint because it holds 
better than water.  “Don’t paint objects; just fill in the gaps 
– look at the darks and lights, the negative spaces. “  
Paul’s palette contains Lemon Yellow (“the brightest I 
can get”) Cadmium Yellow, Cadmium Orange (“always 
brighter than a mix”) and Cadmium Red.  He uses 
Permanent Rose and Magenta because they can be mixed 
with white for a bright pink, whereas Alizarin Crimson 
doesn’t work as well.  Three blues – Cerulean, Cobalt and 
French Ultramarine.  He has earth colours on his palette for 
watercolours and acrylics, but not for oils, preferring the 
variety achieved by mixing his earths.
As he worked, Paul fielded questions from his audience, 
explaining that he worked more loosely in acrylics than 
in oils, and more rapidly, because it dries faster.  “I use 
oils when I want more detail – I can work the paint for 
much longer and an oil painting will take me a lot longer 
to finish. “  In oils and in watercolours, all the brands are 
compatible, but acrylics are tricky because the chemical 
formulae used in their manufacture vary from brand to 

Paul McCarthy showed us 
a painted ‘sketch’ he made 
during an outback trip, and 
showed how he blocks in his 
main shapes and lines when 
working on a larger page 
in his studio... or for our 
demonstration night. On the 
left, his finished artwork.



brand.  But acrylics are good because you can go over the 
painting as often as you like.
The painting is developing well, with touches of blue 
enhancing the oranges and yellows, the white trunks of 
the trees standing out in the desert landscape.  “Don’t get 
too precious,” is Paul’s advice.  “The more you can break 
it up, the better. ”
A piece of advice from his years of teaching artists:  all 
paintings, in every medium, work for the same reason - 
the tonal design.  You have three tones – dark, medium 
and light – and the proportion of the whole surface 
allotted to each must be different.  One must be smaller 
than the others.  Colour should be treated the same – 
either warm or cool colours should predominate.
“I don’t plan; I don’t paint to a formula.  Every painting is 
different,” Paul tells us as we cluster around to photograph 
the vibrant individual painting he has just completed. 
Thank you, Paul, for an evening full of fun, enjoyment 
and knowledge.
November – our Christmas Meeting:  guest artist 
Winsor & Newton representative Carla
“What Product Suits Your Art?” by Margaret Vickers
Good cheer and warm comraderie filled the air at our 
November Christmas meeting 2017. A wonderful 
smorgasbord of presentations has occurred this year 
including watercolour, portraiture, oils, acrylics and 
mixed media. All use different materials so it was fitting 
to end the year gaining some understanding of what 
new products are available for watercolour and acrylic 
painting. As in any profession one needs to keep abreast 
of new developments and new materials. It is no different 
in the art world.
Carla, a representative from Winsor and Newton gave a 
valuable insight into the range of products available that 
are capable of producing a vast array of painterly effects. 
The paper used also influences the marks that result. 
Carla, a professional artist herself, had a diverse range of 
papers to work on including Arches 300gsm smooth hot 
pressed, cold pressed and rough paper. Botanical artists 
aim to replicate exactly their subject without textural 
distraction so they prefer hot pressed smooth paper. If 
texture is desired the paper with the rough surface is 
better. The undulations create “broken” marks. 
Using the same colours on these three different papers 
allowed every artist present to see first hand just how 
strongly the mark produced had been influenced by the 
paper surface. Textural effects also come from the paint 
type used. Cobalt blue for example, produces a valuable 
granulating effect where large particles are visible. On 
the other hand when a staining paint is used it is made up 
of very small particles and therefore gives a much denser 
effect.
The latter part of the presentation centred on playing with 
all the different gels available in the Liquitex range. When 
these are added to acrylic paint a huge range of textural 
effects can result. One was left feeling that the modern 
day painter has no excuses for doing lack lustre work! 
Indeed, new products encourage experimentation, which 
is so important to the creative process.
Thank you Carla, for producing such a well organised and 
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Above: At our Christmas meeting, Carla demonstrated 
some of the large range of materials available from 
Winsor - and then we all had a play with them. As you can 
see, a good time was had by all!
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Upcoming Art Competitions
• Drummoyne Art Society Exhibition - April. Details 

at drummoyneart.com/exhibitions
•  Hunters Hill Art Exhibition - May. Details at 

huntershillart.com/

What’s On at Gallery Lane Cove
164 Longueville Road.  Phone 9428 4898 Details at 
gallerylanecove.com.au

•  Florescence – Exhibition of textiles by local 
designer/ artist Karen Tam delves into colour 
exploration and textile patterning techniques. Until 
March 3.
Natural Dyeing Workshop with Karen Tam Sat. 17 
Feb 10-30am – 3pm Cost $140 at Centrehouse.
•  Pastel Masterclass with Lyn Burns FRAS, winner 
of many awards for her pastel works of the natural 
world.  17 March 10am – 3pm, cost $140, at 
Centrehouse.
•  Foyer Gallery Store – handmade jewellery by 
Madeleine Taylor for sale, made from silver and 
recycled sea glass.

New Art Classes at Centrehouse
•  Abstract painting and drawing with Abby 
Chambers.  Mondays 10.30am – 12.30pm, $180 
starts 12 Feb for 8 weeks.
•  Art Journalling with Anne Buckingham.  
Mondays 10.30am – 12.30pm $180, starts 12 Feb 
for 8 weeks. 

Interested in painting Miniatures?
The Australian Society of Miniature Artists (ASMA)
aims to create miniature artworks, fostering various 

media and works in traditional or modern style, 
paintings, drawings, prints and 3-dimensional work, 
including Artists Books.
The ASMA National Awards Exhibition will open 
Friday 8 June 6.30pm until Saturday 30 June at Ewart 
Gallery, Willoughby Arts Centre.
More information about Miniatures, membership and 
exhibitions is on the website: asmansw.com and the 
email is: miniatureartaustralia@gmail.com

Art Materials, etc.
•  Discount at Eckersleys stores!

David Solomons, the NSW/ACT Account Manager 
for Eckersleys Art Supplies, has written to offer a 
10% discount on purchases to members if they show 
their LCAS membership card.  This is available at the 
St Leonards and Chatswood stores. 

•  Pigment Lab – new art suppliers
A visit to the Pigment Lab at 80 Enmore Road, 
Enmore was very enlightening.
They have been open for about 18 months and stock 
quality products at reasonable prices. Jane Blundell 
is working with them to produce a watercolour set of 
da Vinci paints. They offer readymade canvases and 
a bespoke custom canvas stretching service. They are 
the sole distributor for da Vinci, Vallejo and Wallace 
Seymour, who have very exciting products. Most 
helpful is Edward, a charming fellow who has been in 
the industry for many, many years.  He is extremely 
knowledgeable about paint, its history, makers and 
practices and only stocks the truest colours.  Any 
questions he is happy to answer
and advise.  Worth a visit.
Phone: 9516 1519.  Email: - pigmentlab.com.au.

enjoyable evening of art. It was fun playing with all the 
products in such a relaxed manner. Now it is time to put 
our samples to good use. Happy painting everyone.

Members’ News
Joy Myers Creed won 1st prize in Section 3 and VHC in 
Section 4 in the CASS Awards of Sydney exhibition 2018.
Hiren Patel will be conducting oil painting classes at the 
Royal Art Society from this February every Wednesday 
6.30pm – 9.30pm.  Flyers with details are available, phone 
RAS 02-9955 5752 to book.

New LCAS Plein Air Group –  
Come and join us!
Come and paint or draw together in a monthly get 
together, planned for the first Tuesday each month 
10-12am.   Bring your lunch or refreshments and 
whatever painting or drawing media you like.  Open to 
members and friends of LCAS.
Date      Venue
6 March  -  Coal Loader, Balls Head Drive, Tambourine 

Bay (good coffee)
3 April -  Tambourine Bay, Woodford Street, Northwood
1 May -  Cunninghams Reach Park, Figtree Bridge
5 June -  Banjo Patterson Park, Punt Road, Gladesville
Should any day be wet – Blackman Park far end under 
cover of the sheds.
Contact Julie 0457 12995 or Lyn 0432 105600  We would 
encourage you to share each other’s contact numbers.

Remember to check out our website:
www.lanecoveartsociety.com.au  

for all the information on coming meetings,  
as well as exhibition entry forms, coming 

workshops and membership renewal forms.


