
President’s Report - April / May 2019

Our February and March meetings were well attended and the 

demonstrators did a wonderful job. See elsewhere in this newsletter.

We still do not have a Treasurer. Any assistance would be appreciated.

April will be our last meeting for Tuesdays.

May will be our first meeting for Thursdays.

We have organised some great workshops for the next couple of 

months. Contact Mary Norton-Smith  marynortonsmith@gmail.com, 

tel. 0418-768-641 or Annie Pavlovic tel. 0409-927-621 to reserve 

your place.

If posting your paintings on social media please add #lanecoveartsociety 

to your post. This way we can extend our coverage of interested artists.

STOP PRESS:
This will be the last newsletter to go to non-financial members.  

Please pay your membership fees, preferably by direct deposit.

Look forward to seeing you at our next meeting.  Happy painting.

Lyn Teal

President

Mobile: 0432105600 

Next Meetings, Demonstrations
and Talks – see details page 2

• Tuesday 23rd April 7.30pm
Tony White, a watercolourist from
Newcastle, will demonstrate his 

impressionist landscape style, with 

an emphasis on light and mood.

• Thursday 23rd May 7.30pm  
Kasey Sealy, an accomplished artist

in several mediums, will demonstrate

in oils/acrylics.

• Thursday 27 June 7.30pm
Winsor & Newton representative/artist

will give a hands-on demonstration.

• Meeting time 7.30pm
Please note the April meeting will
be on Tuesday, but the May and
June meetings will be on Thursday.

• Meeting place Living and Learning

Centre, 180 Longueville Road, Lane

Cove (street level room at the end of

the corridor) 

• ParkingOn the street or Woolworths

car park.
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Join the Lane Cove Art Society Committee

Assist our great team to run our wonderful Art Society. 
Going for over 50 years, and still vibrant! 
Contact a member of the Committee (see below)
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Next Meetings

Guest Artist for 23rd April - Tony White.
Tony is a watercolour artist �from Newcastle, Australia. 

Tony has been drawing and painting on and off for his 

whole life but has found his true passion in watercolour 

only in the past year or so. 

His work is influenced by modern watercolour masters

like Joseph Zbukvic, Alvaro Castagnet, Herman Pekel and

Amanda Hyatt to name a few.  His style is traditional impres-

sionistic landscape with a strong emphasis on light and 

atmosphere. He believes a painting should move you 

emotionally and if you have to explain it, then it isn’t doing 

its job. 

Guest Artist for Thursday 23rd May - Kasey Seally
A member of a family of artists, Kasey Sealy is a master

of oils, acrylics and watercolours.  He turned professional

very young in 1980 and is internationally recognised, having

had many solo exhibitions in London and painted in many

European countries.  

His great love is the Australian bush. In his own words,

“My work is a direct influence of the impressionist style of

painting with a direct hand eye co ordination in front of the

subject trying to capture the subtleties of mood, light and 

atmosphere, always trying to avoid any formulation, senti-

mentality and cliché, giving the individual viewer a unique 

visual experience every time”. 

Kasey has

produced 

a book on 

his work 

and tutorial

videos. We

are very

much look-

ing forward

to watching

and learning

from him.

Recent Demonstrations and Talks

Guest artist for February, Chan Dissanayake 
Let Watercolour work its Magic 

By Diana Hallowes

“Once you’re bitten by the watercolour bug, you 

can’t touch anything else,” master painter and tutor Chan 

Dissanayake told a full room at our first meeting for the

year.  Many visitors had come especially to watch him

paint, and he was, as always, well organised.  He had 

chosen a scene of boats on the water, a favourite subject,

appropriate to watercolour, which he would edit to create 

a personal statement of mood, light and atmosphere, with 

a full range of tones and positive and negative shapes.

“Failing to plan is planning to fail”, Chan said, showing

how he designed his composition, leaving out much of the

detail and creating balance.  Then came a tonal study and 

a colour rough (completed in advance), which he would 

put to one side when he started on the final work.  Then,

with the planning committed to memory, he could work in 

a loose, spontaneous way, allowing the watercolour to 

work its magic.

“Drawing is absolutely critical,” he told his audience,

starting an off-centre composition with the main boat with

its canopy.  As he worked, he gave us invaluable advice:

design the angles for your boats and be aware that the tide

and wind tend to line them up in one direction; perspective

is important; avoid tangents; mooring posts can be moved

around.

Chan planned to do the painting in two washes, isolat-

ing areas to be white (the boats’ canopies) and keeping the

first wash nice and clean.  His paper was Saunders Water-

ford rough, a surface which encouraged granulation.  The

sky would be darker than the distant water “to trap the

eye”, then light tones including Raw Sienna and pale

Alizarin were brought forward down the page, merging into

darker blues, turquoise and green. “With watercolour you

have to go darker than you think because it dries lighter – 

if it looks right, it’s wrong. “ With the first wash done, it 
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Tower Bridge, London by Tony White.
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was time to take a break and let it dry.

Chan started the second wash by dampening some 

of the background so as to control the blend of distant

tones.  Coming forward, he used thicker paint and less

water, and the paper dried too, creating firmer edges.  A

minimum of emphasis created middle ground buildings;

“man-made things should be symmetrical”. The darkest

darks are in the focal point under the white of the main

boat’s canopy.  Reflections have to be done in one go, 

reflecting the shape, then breaking up towards the bottom.

As the paint dries, anchor the boat to the water with dark.

Now it’s time for the finishing touches – ripples, masts,

mooring posts here and there, rigging, a few small boats 

in the mid distance – all designed to connect the elements 

of the painting.  When it’s finished, he removes the tape,

revealing the mystery of the distant shore, the luminosity 

of the water.

“The best parts of the painting are the things I didn’t

paint,” Chan said.  “Let the medium work its magic.”

Thank you, Chan, for showing us that magic through 

masterful painting.

Guest Artist for March  – Dee Jackson
How much Soul is in Your Art? 

By Margaret Vickers

The guest demonstrator for the March meeting of the Lane

Cove Art Society (LCAS) was the well known portrait artist

Dee Jackson. Armed with examples of her work Dee was

courageous enough to also do a live demonstration using

an audience member, Helen as her model.

Winsor and Newton watercolours were used. Only three

colours were selected namely, permanent alizarin crimson

(red), French ultramarine (blue) and quinacridone gold. Hot

pressed paper 300gsm thick was the paper of choice, and

a sable brush was used.

Often a thumb nail study is

done initially. It is a way of work-

ing through the desired composi-

tion which is then enlarged using

a grid. Proportions are maintained

by taking this approach. How-

ever, in this demonstration Dee

decided to just start drawing the

portrait using her brush. The

shape of the face was outlined.

Shadows were important aids in

detecting the underlying structure of the subject. As Dee

guided her loaded brush over the paper she was constantly

searching for the image.

Dee has painted numerous portraits to date though not

always of people. She also does portraits of dogs and cats.

Irrespective of the subject being undertaken her approach 

is the same. “Let things happen and paint what you see.

Just play and see what you can do.”

Challenges can some-times 

arise especially when dealing with

lively children. Their behavior can

sometimes compromise their true

char-acter which the portrait aims

to harness. As a consequence Dee

may request favourite photos as an

added aid for getting the essence

of the sitter. 

Dee has been asked to modify a

portrait of an animal because its features had changed!

Perhaps the biggest challenge for Dee is to capture the

“soul” of the sitter especially if they are not expected to

live. Dee is privileged to share these “precious moments” 

in a person’s life and is committed to getting the strongest

likeness possible. 

The magic of watercolour was in evidence during 

Dee’s demonstration as Helen’s likeness emerged on the

paper. Lost and found edges were apparent. Layers were

built up and stronger tones were used to enhance form. 

Thank you Dee for giving us an insight into your very 

interesting and uplifting world of watercolour portraits.

Pamela’s demonstration.

EXCITING WORKSHOPS

Sunday 5th May   
Chan Dissanayake
Plein Air around Lane Cove 

$80 for the day, $100 non members

Saturday 25th May   
Patrick Carroll 
Acrylic

$100 for the day, $120 non members

Saturday 15th and Sunday 16th June   
Chan Dissanayake
Watercolour

$100 for each day, $120 non-members

If required Plein Air can be included

Saturday 6th July   
Tony White
Watercolour

$100 for the day, $120 non members

For bookings, contact Mary Norton-Smith email
marynortonsmith@gmail.com, tel. 0418-768-641 
or Annie Pavlovic tel. 0409-927-621
Note: At any workshop you can join the Society -
$40 for the year.  Otherwise all welcome.
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Sunday 14th April 
10:00am - 4:00pm
Guy Warren Studio 
$150
Methods and 
Medium Masterclass
with Bela Ivanyi, 
Jim Cobb, 
Raquel Cobb
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Sunday 27th April 
10:00am - 4:00pm
Guy Warren Studio 
$165
Drawing & Painting 
the Landscape 
Masterclass with 
Daniel Pata and 
Ann Cape

WHAT’S ON AT THE GALLERY

3rd to 27th April 
Conversations with 
Alice exhibition
New works initiated 

by Bela Ivanyi.

Curated by 

Bela Ivanyi OAM. 

Driving into East MacDonnell’s, 
by Idris Murphy.

Trephina Bluff, by Danile Pata.

Drought Alice, by Bela Ivanyi. 

Still life with yellow teapot. Outcrop WA.

GOOD NEWS FOR MEMBERS !

A 15% discount for the two, all day 6 hour 

workshops for all Lane Cove Art Society 

Members. To redeem this, call the gallery 

on 9428 2898 to book and make payment. 

Further information and booking:-
www.gallerylanecove.com.au/adultsworkshops

Remember to check out our website:

www.lanecoveartsociety.com.au for all the 

information on meetings, exhibition entry forms, 

workshops and membership renewal forms.

MEMBERS NEWS!
Barbara Goldin is now showing 

her work at Martha’s Restaurant, 

83 Edinburgh Road, Castlecrag, 

following her successful 

exhibition at Thienny Lee gallery, 

Edgecliff. She also has work in

the Mosman Art Prize.

Panel Discussion at Gallery Lane Cove 6th April 2019
Conversations with Alice Exhibition

In June 2018 a group of fourteen well known artists

(Ann Cape, Sophie Cape, Jim Cobb, Raquel Cobb, 

Elisabeth Cummings, Chris Gentle, Ingrid Haydon, Bela

Ivanyi, Judy Lane, Idris Murphy, Daniel Pata, Michael

Schell, Willemina Villani and Guy Warren) travelled to 

central Australia specifically to the Ross River area near

N’Dhala Gorge. Conceived and curated by Bela Ivanyi the

resulting exhibition is remarkable  for the vastly different 

interpretations of the landscape that have been created.

Rachael Kiang, gallery manager of the Gallery Lane 

Cove chaired a panel discussion of this amazing painting 

adventure with Sophie Cape, Bela Ivanyi, Hendrik Kolen-

berg (curator of the NSW Art Gallery for more than thirty

years) and Guy Warren.

Full write up by Margaret Vckers in the June/July issue

Rachel Carroll is holding 
workshop in April. Please 
email her for details
rachelcarroll55@gmail.com
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