
President’s Report - February / March 2020

It is with a sad heart that I had the honour to attend one of our founding

artists who passed away just before Christmas – Bernhardine Mueller. 

Bernhardine was a prominent figure in the world of printmaking and

she had always contributed so much to the Lane Cove Art Society. In

fact it was Bernhardine, who despite being ill, came to our November

meeting and championed the cause of including 3-D work in our

exhibition – artXtra.

She will be missed both as an inspirational friend to many and a 

very very talented artist.  REST IN PEACE BERNHARDINE and our

thoughts are with your family.

And other sad news, of the death of one of our newer members –

Barbara Walker. Barbara had battled with cancer since 1998 but despite

her numerous treatments she passed quickly on 27 January 2020. 

Barbara, and Bruce, her husband, had enjoyed the various activities 

of the Society and Barbara received a “Commendation” at the artXtra 

exhibition last year.  Our prayers go to Bruce and family.  REST IN

PEACE BARBARA.

So with the inspiration of Bernhardine AND Barbara’s constant

courage let us move positively into 2020.

Please come to our March meeting which is an Annual General

Meeting prior to the demonstration.  Nomination forms will be out next

week. We will be starting our monthly meetings half an hour earlier ie 

refreshments at 7pm for a 7.30pm start.  Visitors welcome. We are 

planning two workshops in May and July, artists to be confirmed.

To replace our artXtra for 2020 we will be having a weekend market

sale for those paintings that may have been entered into exhibitions 

and you want to move them onto a happy customer.

To make a contribution to the dreadful bush fire experiences of 

so many of our Newsouthwelshmen we are asking for donations of art 

materials.  We will then be in touch with south coast art societies so 

that they may direct the donations to artists who have lost everything.

Please bring the donations along to our February and March monthly

meetings.

Regards, Lyn Teal, President 

Mobile: 0432105600 
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Next Meetings, Demonstrations and
Talks – see details page 2

• Thursday 27th February: For the first 
meeting of the year, our dear friend, master oil

painter John Perkins will demonstrate for us.

• Thursday 26th March: Award winning
pastellist Greg Hansell will demonstrate for us.

This is also the date of our Annual General

Meeting.

• Meeting place: 7pm for 7.30pm start. 
Living and Learning Centre, 180 Longueville

Road, Lane Cove (street level room at the end 

of the corridor) 

• ParkingOn the street or Woolworths car park.

NEWS FLASH We are paperless from this 

edition of our Newsletter.  This means that it will

be distributed by email and we will no longer

send out copies in the mail.  If this is a problem

for you, please let us know.

Renew your Membership
It is time for renewal of membership, and we

ask that payment of $40.00 be made into the

Society’s account.  For members paying by

cheque, this can be posted to PO Box 5088

Greenwich 2065 along with the form showing

your details.  

Cash and cheque payments can also be made

at the next meeting, 

Membership payments received in October, 

November and December 2019 will carry for-

ward to 2020.
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Next Meetings

Guest Artist for Thursday 28th February:  John Perkins
John will demonstrate in oils at our first meeting for 2020.

John is a widely known master of traditional oil painting, much

sought after as a judge and tutor. He is best known for his

marine paintings, still life and streetscapes. John is a Fellow

and President of the Royal Art Society of NSW, former 

President and Life Member of Drummoyne Art Society and 

Inaugural President of the Combined Art Societies of Sydney.

He has been awarded over 70 first prizes and many highly

commended awards throughout his career. We look forward

to an insightful demonstration by our old friend. 

Guest Artist for Thursday 26th March:  Greg Hansell 
Greg has been a full-time artist since 1980 in the traditionalist

or realist school of Australian painting.His medium is pastel

and he uses a combination of handmade earth pastels and

Schmincke pastels. His Earth Pastels are " hand made only
from rocks and clays with no commercial pigment, binder or
additive used in their manufacture. (Their) Permanence has
been tested to the ultimate rating". He has been a finalist over
20 times in the Archibald and Wynne prizes and Salon de 

Refuse and was awarded a Centenary of Federation medal 

in 2001 for services to community arts and Windsor Library.

Greg was also the 2017 winner of the Lane Cove Art Award.

Greg's images capture the imagination and wonder that one

experiences when peeking through an open doorway or 

window, with each room telling a new story of its history and

former inhabitants. Come and be inspired by this artist.

Recent Demonstrations and Talks

Guest artist for November 2019 – Denise Lithgow
“The Magical World of Felting”
By Margaret Vickers

Denise Lithgow was the guest presenter for our November

meeting. Merino wool was her preferred medium! A “felt”

teacher and artist, Denise exhibits her 3D forms interna-

tionally and has held workshops in many countries over-

seas including Canada, Portugal, England and France.

Denise was raised on a sheep station. A childhood mem-

ory is of lying in amongst the merino wool in the shearing

shed. Now decades later she is transforming this material

into felt from which 3D forms are created. Her presenta-

tion centred on the felting technique she so passionately

loves.

Fine merino wool sourced mainly from New Zealand

is moulded around templates. These templates are made

from thin underlay. Glue is used initially and then the wool

is laid down over the template using warm soapy water. A

fine net is laid over the top of the wool. It is then mas-

saged so that the wool fibres matt together. Throughout

this very tactile process the wool may

shrink by up to a third. Coloured wool

may be added. Sometimes Denise

will make dyes from plants. The wool

is then soaked overnight 

in these dyes. Texture can be added

through stitching or weaving in

acrylic yarn. Australian seed pods

have also been incorporated into the

sculptural forms Denise creates. On

occasion, her husband, abstract

artist Peter Griffen will paint a design

on the finished felt object. Indeed,

Denise and Peter have held exhibitions together where

each other’s creative works provide a visual feast for the

viewer.

To bind the layers of wool together Denise wrapped

the circular piece of felt in bubblewrap which was then

rolled around a cylinder shaped object. This step in the

felting process, called agitation, is a critical one as it binds

all the wool layers together, which gives the felt its

strength.

To make shapes moulds can be used. They can be as

simple as using a salad bowl! Once Denise had felted four

layers of fine merino wool over her circular template, she

rolled it, squeezed the excess water out of it and then cut

into her resist areas. They were then pulled away from the

template and manipulated into the shape of petals. A 3D

shape was prised from the felt. Denise placed a deflated

balloon inside the uneven shape. Inflating the balloon

meant the felt also swelled. What had been pure merino
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wool was now a 3D sculptural spherical form with petals!

From the images that Denise presented it became 

evident that inspiration for her work is often derived from

the landscape. Designs originating from pebbles, flowers,

trees and fields were evident. At times this artist is pro-

foundly influenced by her immediate environment. When

taking a workshop in what was once an old monastery in

France, patterns from the cobblestones, old gate details

and wall designs all found their way into her felt 3D objects.

A record of each piece is kept. What materials were used,

how many layers were built up and what additional tech-

niques were used are all noted.

It is rare for the Lane Cove Art Society to have a felt

demonstration. Nevertheless, watching the passion Denise

has for her artform made for a very interesting evening of

art. It provided a wonderful finale to our fabulous year of

presentations. Festive greetings to everyone. Why not 

challenge yourself over the summer months by doing

something different in your creative path.

“Did You Know….”
From Margaret Vickers
I am not sure how I ended up with the task of doing the

archives. At the conclusion of each year a hard copy of all

the newsletters and President’s report are made on special

quality archival paper and are taken to Lane Cove library.

These items are handed over along with other items of 

interest such as marketing flyers and catalogues. In 2014,

when the LCAS celebrated its

fiftieth anniversary Marina

Bishop and I put an exhibition

together in the library show-

casing snippets of our history. 

In performing this task it was 

interesting to see what past

newsletters looked like. The

record was fragmented and

basic. 

Today the newsletters look

so much more professional 

than they did in 1964!  A pass-

ing comment made by the 

librarian suggested that when a

community group does not possess a “permanent” building

then these records take on an even greater historical signifi-

cance. They also provide concrete evidence for the cultural

influence the local art society has on its local community. 

WHAT’S ON at Gallery Lane Cove 
EXHIBITIONS

No Man’s Land: 4-28 March

Zorica Purlija, Eleanor Amiradaki, Tamara Pavlovic, Karen Reithmuller, Patrice Wills

Five women artists celebrate their lived experience across a variety of mediums to 

explore the relationships between women, their bodies, society and land.

Digital Materiality: Coded Textiles, 4-28 March, Patricia Flanagan

The exhibition challenges industrial methods of textile mass production from an 

outmoded industrial age and presents systems of production that engage volatile 

futures of resource scarcity where materials matter.

For classes and workshops at Gallery Lane Cove, info@gallerylanecove.com.au

2020 Annual General Meeting
Our AGM will be held at the March meeting, followed

by a demonstration by our Guest Artist, Greg Hansell.

We welcome new members on to our Committee,

and in particular we still have a vacancy for a minutes

secretary.  
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