
President’s Report - February / March 
 
Welcome Back 

We held our first meeting in February in over 12 months.  We were unable  
to secure a Demonstrator but the evening was a happy and relaxing 
event.The interim committee met previously and it was decided to move 
our meetings to a new venue for the next year – The Diddy at the 
Longueville Recreational Club on corner of Longueville Road and River 
Road.  We will also change back to Tuesday night. Hopefully this will    
suit more people. We will be having our artXtra Exhibition.  See dates on 
page 2. 

So lets get painting, “ceramicing” or any other skill that you have.  Lets 
turn our society into a representation of all types of art.  Please note    
that the committee will reserve the right to not accept any art that is too  
heavy or cannot be guaranteed to be safe ie physical layout may not     
be conducive to the object.  We have extended the number of paintings 
to 4 each and extended the size to 6 linear metres BUT 4 paintings at 6 
linear will not be accepted.  See entry form for details. 

Our Annual General Meeting is next month (23rd  March) - If you wish 
to nominate a/several members for  positions and the committee please 
do so by sending a nomination form to our Post Office Box or better still 
come to our March meeting.  Meeting together is what makes the Society 
buzz.  The current committee is acting as an interim committee until we 
meet and conduct the Annual General Meeting. 

Stay healthy 

Regards 

Lyn Teal Acting President 
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2021 MEETINGS 
We have a change of venue for our 
monthly meetings this year. They will 
be held at  the Lane Cove Sporting 
Club “The Diddy”, cnr Kenneth Street 
and River Road, Longueville. Parking 
is available  on Kenneth Street and on 
William   Edward Street (walk along 
the well lit path through the park past 
the tennis courts to the front of the  
We will hold the meetings on  Tuesday   
evenings at 7pm (not Thursdays). 
Dates: 23 March (not the last Tuesday 
of the month)  Annual General Meeting 
and art demonstration. 

27 April 

25 May 

22 June 

27 July 

24 August 

28 September 

26 October 

23 November 

Join the Committee.  
Assist our great team to run our  
wonderful Art Society. Going for  
over 50 years, and still vibrant!   
Nomination forms available for  
March AGM elections.  Contact a  
member of the Committee as below. 
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Archive for 2020     
Our archivist Marg Vickers 
wrote on Thursday:            
“Tomorrow I will take the 
archives for 2020 to Lane 
Cove library where they will 
file them in the appropriate 
manner. Once again I have 
asked the printer to use 
good quality archival paper 
and also only use one side.   
I will make a note that there 
was no Aug/Sept newsletter 
in 2020.”  

The Village Observer                                     
The Village Observer, our local news magazine closed 
after the March 2020 issue, and we were delighted to 
see it reopen in October. Although we no longer have a 
page devoted to our meeting and demonstration of the 
month, the magazine is now including a page entitled 
‘Local Artist of the Month’. Members Marg Vickers and 
Julie Percy have been featured in previous issues. Any-

one interested in taking part contact Diana Hallowes, Tel: 
0458 198 700; diana.hallowes@bigpond.com. 

2021 Tours and workshops  
The Grape Escape! 
Painting in The Vines 
Hunter Valley Art Tour,  
May 2 - 7 
Would you like to retreat to  
the beautiful Hunter Valley for  
5 days of creative painting,  
drawing and photographic 
workshops in May? Then  
come with Pamela Fairburn and her husband Ross on 
this small group bespoke tour. Please check out the 
itinerary, details and accommodation on Pam’s website: 
www.pamelafairburnart.com.au. Contact Pam for  
booking info to secure your place. 
Ph 0408801104 or email 
pamela@pamelafairburnart.com.au 
 

ArtXtra!  Members’ Exhibition 

We are happy to report that this will go ahead in 

April.  Bump-in will be Tuesday 6 April, opening 

night will be 9 April, and Bump-out will be Saturday 

24 April. More information later!  But it’s time to 

look at all the paintings you did in your lonely 

rooms during Covid and decide what you want to 

put on the lovely walls of Gallery Lane Cove. A 

small reminder – you have to be financial to exhibit 

and membership fees of $40 per year are now due.       

Christmas Plein Air Workshops 
As we were unable to hold a Christmas meeting, we  
offered members plein air workshops at the Coal Loader 
with tutors Malcolm Carver (watercolour) and Rachel 
Carroll (acrylics).  These took place on a very hot  
Thursday afternoon 26th November and were really  
enjoyable.  It was a happy and productive end to the 
year and we thank Malcolm and Rachel for their  
generous tuition. 
 
Malcolm Carver -  
Watercolour and Sketch Demonstration 
Report by Margaret Vickers 
Against the magnificent backdrop of Sydney Harbour 
and the melodious sounds of magpies and whispering 
casuarinas, members of the Lane Cove Art Society 
(LCAS) gathered at the historically rich site of the Coal 
Loader for their final meeting of 2020. Renowned 
artist/tutor Malcolm Carver presented a watercolour and 
sketching demonstration.                                                    
       The Cape Don, the ship moored nearby was the 
subject of Malcolm’s watercolour demonstration. From 
the 1960’s until the 1990’s this vessel had serviced  
all the lighthouses around Australia. It is now being  
restored by volunteers.                                                            
      Initial steps were outlined. Make sure the horizon is 
level. Use good quality watercolour paper. Malcolm 
prefers to use a mechanical 2B pencil. No sharpening is 
required. Keep a knob of blue tac handy as it can be 
used as a rubber knocking back unwanted sections of 
the initial drawing. Smooth rather than rough paper is 
used as it allows the watercolour to flow in a freer  
manner. When working outdoors (en plein air) Malcolm 
only uses one brush. Its tapered shape allows him to do 
washes and detailed work too. He likes to use a limited 
palette and for this exercise only three colours were em-
ployed – burnt sienna, ultramarine blue and raw sienna. 
       Once painting started key points were made. Let 
colours mix on the painting not on a palette. It adds a 
freshness to the work. Distance is achieved  by keeping 
the background soft, simple and suggestive. To promote 
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a freer approach Malcolm uses tape to “block out” key 
areas. The white of the paper is retained. “The white of 
the paper is the most valuable  thing you have,” remarked 
Malcolm. Work fast and do not be caught up in details. 
Hard edges bring the subject forward whilst soft edges 
create a feeling of distance. Working  wet in wet can 
produce a distance effect. Lifting out some of the pig-

ment can also achieve the 
same distance effect as this 
weakens the tone. Working 
very quickly, using only one 
brush and a limited palette 
“The Cape Don” quickly ap-
peared on Malcolm’s smooth 
watercolour paper. 
       For the second exercise, 
Malcolm did a simple sketch 
of a harbour scene using a 2B 
mechanical pencil. “It is all 
about tone and squinting 

helps,” commented Malcolm. The lightest tone has a 
value of one whilst the darkest tone has a value of five. 
He reminded us that suggestive marks create a distant 
effect. Hard, bold lines bring an area forward. Dots were 
used in his sketching technique and then suggestive 
lines joined them. The paper was 185gsm and it was 
 attached to a clipboard. 
       Malcolm sang the praises of small sketchbooks. 
Not only are they very portable, they can be a record of 
your work. Their undaunting size can provide an incen-
tive to do a quick sketch rather than a laborious one. 
By the end of Malcolm’s workshop one had a renewed 
appreciation for the history of the Coal Loader site and 
the beauty of Sydney harbour’s foreshore. Thank you for 
your presentation Malcolm.  It showed the power of art 
to inform, inspire, uplift and connect people – so wel-
come after the Covid 19 socially distanced year. 

Rachel Carroll 
By Margaret Vickers  
A second workshop presented by the 
award winning artist/teacher Rachel  
Carroll demonstrated imaginative tech-
niques in acrylics. Rachel, casually 
seated on the ground looked so relaxed 
doing her November presentation to  
the Lane Cove Art Society.  
       She commenced with a quick initial 
bold sketch of the old Coal Loader 
wharf. Rachel used this sketch as inspiration and then 
worked on paper that already had  a coloured base 
layer on it. She then proceeded to use pieces of card (or 
an old credit card would do too) to make free and inter-
esting marks. These cards were dipped into acrylic A2 
paint. Different colours were added. The card was used 
on its side or dragged over the surface. Gradually the 
old wharf began to appear. 
       Once the base layers were dry a yellow glaze was 
added to give the effect of the warm setting sun. 
In another image of a palm tree, layer after layer was 
added. A rich tapestry emerged as segments of the 
base layer enriched the top layer of paint. Water was 
sprayed on if areas of the acrylic were to be reworked. 
Rags were then used to take out some of the paint. 
Painting was a dance of addition and subtraction. 
       As a finale to Rachel’s demonstration she did some 
monoprints. A piece of perspex was inked up and then 
brush marks were made into the ink. Paper was laid 
over this surface and more marks were made using the 
end of a brush and drawing with it into the back of the 
paper. As Rachel commented, “monoprints provide a 
quick way of getting an interesting base layer into which 
you can then work.” 
       With the backdrop of a beautiful harbour sunset 
and a few festive additions, our final workshop/meeting 
for 2020 was an uplifting end to a rather dismal year. 
Thank you Rachel for letting us into your very creative 
world. Thank you to Lyn and the committee for organiz-
ing such a pleasant workshop finale. 

GREAT NEWS! Gallery Lane Cove life drawing  
Saturday: 10th April, 10:00am - 12:00pm 

$25 per person. Do you need to brush up your life drawing 

skills? The gallery will provide the model and you can  

draw at your own pace in our new Guy Warren Studio.  

Minimum of 10 students required for class to go ahead.  

Bookings essential.  

https://www.gallerylanecove.com.au/product-page/life-

drawing-saturday-10th-april-10am-12-00pm
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