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2021 MEETINGS 
We have a change of venue for our 
monthly meetings this year. They will 
be held at  the Longueville Sporting 
Club “The Diddy”, cnr Kenneth Sreet 
and River Road, Longueville. Parking  
is available on Kenneth Street and on 
William Edward Street (walk along the 
well lit path through the park past the 
tennis courts to the front of the  
building. 
 
Tuesday 27th July – 
Sandra Blackburne, who teaches at 
Willoughby Art Centre, will give a 
demonstration on landscape painting, 
converting a photograph to a semi  
abstract painting. 
 
Tuesday 24th August – Peta Dzubiel, 
plein air painter, will demonstrate 
painting a landscape with a limited 
palette. 

Tuesday 28th September –                 
Dr Corinne Brittain will give a          
lecture on Female Aboriginal Artists, 
discussing the different styles and 
techniques. 

Join the Committee. Assist our great 
team to run our wonderful Art Society. 
Going for over 50 years, and still vibrant!  

Contact a member of the  
Committee as below. 

I hope you and your families are all well and staying safe in these uncertain 
times. As I am writing this it has just been announced that lockdown will be 
extended for another week. I am so grateful to be healthy and safe and have 
my art to occupy my time during these trying times.  It must be so difficult for 
a lot of families. The 12” x 10”charity function we are organising has attracted 
some very well known artists, including finalists from this year’s Archibald, 
Wynne and Sulman and the Salon De Refuse, which is very encouraging for 
this worthwhile cause. Due to the Lockdown the Gallery is closed so we are 
delivering panels to those in the area not too far away according to restrictions. 
If you would like one or two just let me know.  
       Unfortunately we have had to postpone Kim Spooner’s workshop but will 
announce the new date when we can. 
       I am happy to announce that the LANE COVE ART AWARDS 2021 is 
going ahead in August this year, with increased prize money and sponsorship. 
The deadline for entries will be 16th August and Opening Night Friday 27th 
August. Works are to be delivered on August 23rd and the exhibition will run 
until 11th September. We have secured a new sponsor, Raine & Horne Lane 
Cove, with $2000. Thank you very much to a new member of the Society, 
Fiona Pollack and her connections. We have also managed to secure more 
prize money from our existing very generous sponsors Baytree and Hyecorp.  
Entry forms for the exhibition are available on the Lane Cove Council website.       
       The demonstrator for our July 27th meeting is the very accomplished  
abstract artist Sandra Blackburne. Sandra is a teacher and does workshops 
for the Willoughby Arts Centre. In August we have Peta Dzubiel who will 
demonstrate painting a landscape with a very limited palette. Both of these 
artists are on Instagram and Facebook so if you would like to see their work 
they both go by their own name. 
      September’s demo will be a lecture on Aboriginal Art by Dr Corrine  
Brittain covering all the different styles from the different regions in Australia. 
Quite a bit to look forward to. So happy painting and creating.  
Take care and stay safe. 
 
Regards, Annie Pavlovic 
President 
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NEXT MEETINGS 
Upcoming demonstrations and talks. 
 
Guest Artist for Tuesday, 27th July –  
Sandra Blackburne 
Brisbane born, Sandra Blackburne is inspired by the 
wild country landscape, painting what she sees or 
imagines in the natural environment.  She spends a lot 

of her time in the field 
sketching, and travels 
frequently.  “I’m drawn to 
lonely, more isolated 
places,” she says.  She 
expands on her drawings 
in the studio, creating 
paintings which she 

builds up in transparent layers of oil paint. Sandra 
trained at Queensland College of Art and currently 
teaches at Willoughby Art Centre.  She will give a 
demonstration on landscape painting, showing how to 
convert a photograph into a semi abstract painting. 
 
Guest Artist for Tuesday 24th August –  
Peta Dzubiel 
Peta Dzubiel lives and works in Sydney. In 2006 she 
completed her Bachelor of Fine Arts with Honours at 

the College of Fine Arts in 
Paddington. She has since 
been a finalist of the 
William Fletcher Travelling 
Fellowship and the Brett 
Whiteley Travelling Art 
Scholarship twice and was 
a Bundanon Trust artist in 
residence during November 
2012. Peta has won the 

Fisher’s Ghost Prize for traditional painting in 2013  
and has paintings in the Bundanon Trust and Cowra 
Regional Art Gallery collections.  
          Peta paints en plein air as well as in the studio 
and likes to explore the relationship of figures to the 
landscape.  She will demonstrate painting a landscape 
using a limited palette. 
 
Guest Artist for Tuesday 28th September –  
Dr Corinne Brittain 
Dr Corinne Brittain will give a 
lecture on Female Aboriginal 
Artists, discussing the different 
styles and techniques. 
 

 
Recent demonstrations and talks 
Guest artist for May – Susie Murphie  
By Patricia Carton 
 
It is always fascinating to watch a 
watercolourist at work, because 
everyone has their own personal  
approach. Susie Murphie told us  
she attended the Royal Art Society 
40 years ago, and when she left  
she relished the freedom to develop 
her own style. She believes ‘less  
is more” and her work looks fresh 
and lively. 
        The first thing we all noticed 
was Susie’s large buckled palette.   
I think the brand was WELL from  
the USA. It was made of melanine, 
and its current shape was due to  
her putting it in a warm oven to dry 
out her paints.  She uses only six 
colours: French Ultramarine, 
Quinacridone Gold, Quinacridone 
Magenta, Raw Sienna, Burnt  
Sienna and Cerulean Blue. 
       The entire contents of a tube  
are squeezed into the provided  
indents in the palette and there they 
stay.  They are kept dry when not in 
use, and she puts the palette in a 
slightly warm oven to dry out fresh 
paints. The colours are lightfast, 
some clay and some mineral based. 
Any excess water on the brush is 
dabbed into a rag, not paper towel.   
       To free your hand she suggested 
you invert your subject and sketch 
the negative shapes starting from 
the middle.  Don’t make a detailed 
drawing, just map out the shapes  
as guide marks for your brushwork. 
She likes to draw with the end of  
the brush. 
       When painting in watercolour, 
Susie paints the darks first, then  
the other tones. “Use the side of  
the brush to paint, the tip for detail 
and the end for the body”, she  
suggests. 
       She made it look ‘so easy’! 
Thank you Susie, for sharing your  
watercolour magic with us.  
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Guest Artist for June – Matilda Michell 
“Creating Beauty…” 
By Margaret Vickers 
 
Award winning artist and teacher Matilda Michell was 
the guest demonstrator for the Lane Cove Art Society’s 
June meeting (2021). Oil painting was her focus. 
Matilda’s articulate presentation overflowed with 
knowledge about technique and materials. Classical  
oil painting is her love. Painters like Rembrandt, 
Rubens and Velasquez are her art heroes. 
       The initial part of the presentation centred on  
deconstructing examples of oil paintings. Using images 

Matilda explained how oil 
paintings are built up in  
layers. Underlayers were 
exposed and discussed. 
The luminosity and bold 
colours of final works 
began as bland tonal com-
positions devoid of colour. 
The initial layer, usually 
painted in an earthy colour 
such as raw umber, is used 
to plan the work regarding 

composition and perspective. The second layer is used 
to develop your strategy. What paint is added here is 
critical to the appearance of the final layer. The artist 
has to know where the strongest tonal contrast is going 
to be. It will determine where the bottom end of the 
tonal range is placed. The final layer is used to add the 
“fun” bits, glazes, reflections, bold colours and details. 
       The second half of Matilda’s demonstration centred 
on building up an oil painting from a rough charcoal 
sketch. A simple still life of a wine bottle, phone book 
and half eaten apple was the subject for the demon-
stration. As this accomplished artist worked methodi-
cally from the background to the foreground she 
explained her every brushstroke. Her palette was  
prepared with every tint she would need. Numerous 
brushes were used one for each colour. 
       The background was blocked in using different 
tones of grey. Throughout the background and middle-
ground soft edges were used to create a more distant 
effect. To create form and shadows different tones 
were used. Attention to detail became very important in 
the foreground as did the location of the strongest 
tonal focus. It was a mesmerizing display done in such 
a relaxed manner. 
       Matilda’s depth of knowledge about oil painting 
became apparent as the still life subject emerged. 
Colours were mentioned including Naples yellow, raw 
sienna, raw umber and a combination of crimson, Indian 

red and ivory black which was sourced from the  
English portrait painter Thomas Bardwell’s book The 
Practice of Painting and Perspective published in 1756. 
So influences dating back centuries were being used in 
an oil painting demonstration in 2021 for the Lane Cove 
Art Society! Matilda also made mention of the medium 
she uses which is one part linseed oil and two parts 
solvent.    
        Moving into the foreground meant details had to 
have clarity so often hard edges were used in this part 
of the oil painting. “Imply things by how you apply the 
paint,” Matilda remarked. As she worked from dark to 
light Matilda suggested the text of the book by varying 
the tone.  
       The text was made darker in 
the shadow than in the light. A 
bristle brush was used to indicate 
pages of the book as fine track 
marks resulted. Reflections were 
added. The colour of the light 
source is important in determining 
what colour to make the reflec-
tions. Pale blue was used as this 
was the colour emanating from the 
light source. 
       Form is attained through tonal 
variations. To give bulk to the 
roundness of the apple being painted Matilda took the 
tonal variations right to the edge of the object as it  
embeds it into the painting. A transparent dark was  
applied to produce a cast shadow. The back edge of 
the apple was made a little softer than the front edge 
again to produce a more distant effect. 
       Matilda’s oil painting of ordinary objects, in this 
case a wine bottle, a phone book and a half eaten 
apple, was transformed into a beautiful classical still life 
painting. It was an engaging evening of art. Thank,you 
for so clearly unpacking oil painting techniques, 
Matilda. 
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Twelve x Ten Charity Event.  

This will be a new venture for the Society –  

a way to showcase your work and another reason to take up your brushes,  

this time to benefit others in need of help.  Here are the details:- 

A charity event proudly run by Lane Cove Art Society

What is Twelve x ten?
Twelve x ten is a charity art sale run by the Lane Cove Art Society (LCAS) raising money 
for women in need.  All proceeds will be donated to Delvena Women’s Refuge, Lane Cove 
and FOKE - Friends Of Kolkata Elderly, a charity based in India. It’s an opportunity for 
artists to exhibit and expose their work to a wider audience, whilst contributing to a very 
worthy cause.

How does it work?
Each artwork measures 12” x 10” and will be created by both professional and emerging 
artists. All artists are welcome, regardless of experience. Artists are welcome to donate 
any number of artworks. LCAS will supply the blank canvas panels at no cost and there is 
no fee to submit artwork.

Artists will provide the creative content.  There’s no restriction on medium. Oil, acrylic, pas-
tel, watercolour, collage, cloth or clay, let your imagination run wild. The identity of each 
artist will be revealed only when the artwork is purchased.

Where and when?
The Longueville Sports Club (The Diddy) are our main sponsor and generous hosts for the 
show.  The art sale opens on Saturday 14th August at 4pm and continues until Sunday 
15th August from 12 noon till 5pm. All art will be sold on a first come first served basis at 
the event and there will be no online sales.

How to get involved
Pick up your 12 x10 canvas panels at Gallery Lane Cove during opening hours. Return the 
completed artwork to the gallery during their opening hours.
Artworks should have the following information clearly written on the back:
Title of work, Artist name and signature, medium.

Please DO NOT sign the front of the artwork in order to maintain anonymity.  Framed art-
works WILL NOT be accepted.  Unsold artworks must be collected by the artist.  LCAS re-
serves the right to dispose of uncollected unsold artworks as it sees fit.

Deadline for submitting artworks is Wednesday 11 August 5pm.  Late submissions will not 
be accepted.   Each artworks will be sold for $100 regardless of the artist

For further information contact us at lcartsociety@gmail.com 
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You are invited to an exciting exhibition of painting, 
printmaking, mixed media and ceramics 

to celebrate the Beauty of Reflection

Exhibiting Artists
Luce Lopez

Khing Sin McCotter
Eva Molnar

Vladimir Pavlovic
11th to  22nd August 2021

Open Wednesday to Sunday 10am - 5pm
Preview

Thursday 12th August 5 - 8 pm
Opening Event

Sunday 15th August 2 - 5 pm
For information and to confirm attendance please 

call Eva Molnar 0404094322
Willoughby City Council is gratefully acknowledged 

for the provision of Art Space on The Concourse

  Khing Sin McCotter,  ‘Tuggerah Lake Reflections’
2020, oil on canvas

Beauty of
Reflection

The Art Space on The Concourse
409 Victoria Avenue, Chatswood
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