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From our new President, Lyn Teal 
Hello All,
As your new president I would like to take the opportunity to tell you a little 
about myself.
I have big shoes to fill but while I might be “last man standing” I am very excited 
about helping to steer the Society to exciting and fun times over the next 12 
months. 
I have been painting for the last 10 years with no previous training.  I love 
watercolour for its vibrant transparent colour.  Not always the case of course and 
the control of water is still a challenge.
I have been President of a couple of organisations in the past and the last five 
years I have been on the committee for the Hunters Hill Art Exhibition.  Curating 
350 paintings out of 900 kept that committee busy, so I do not come to you 
without some previous experience.
With Lane Cove Art Society I am overwhelmed by the longevity and absolute 
skill of its Members and I thank you all for the support you have offered and 
given me over the last couple of weeks.
The committee and I aim to keep the excitement and enthusiasm alive and well, 
to encourage newer members with their “brushstroke miles” and generally enjoy 
our painting.
I hope you have all been painting madly for our artXtra exhibition.  I look 
forward to getting to know you all and if you have any suggestions/ideas, please 
do not hesitate to tell me.
Regards, Lyn

Next Meetings Demonstrations 
& Talks - see details page 2

• Tuesday 25 April (Anzac Day): 
John Haycraft, professional 
artist and teacher, will give a 
watercolour demonstration. 

• Tuesday 23 May: Shazia Imran, 
award winning artist, will 
demonstrate a mixed media  
painting in her unique style.  
(Note that this is the 4th but  
not the last Tuesday in May).

• Meeting time: 8pm on fourth 
Tuesday each month except 
Dec. and Jan. 

• Meeting place: Lane Cove 
Community Centre,  
164 Longueville Road, two 
doors from Central Avenue. 
Go down the ramp or use lift. 
Entrance at the back of the 
building. 

• Parking: limited parking at back 
of building or park in shopping 
centre across Longueville Rd, 
below Library.

ArtXtra Raffle Prize

John Perkins has kindly donated  
the still life we watched him paint  

at our Christmas meeting, to be the  
Raffle Prize for our ArtXtra  

exhibition. What a prize!



Lane Cove Art Society News -  April / May 2017  -  Page 2

Lane Cove Art Society  
Committee 2017

President Lyn Teal  
Vice President Julie Percy 
Treasurer John Heffernan 
Minutes Secretary Judy Laird
Committee: Marina Bishop 
 Lorraine Denovan 
 Diana Hallowes 
 Susan Lucena 
 Eva Purnell

We would welcome some more of you to join  
our committee – it’s never too late!

President’s Report for 2016
The Lane Cove Art Society Report for 2016 from 
our retiring president, Chrissie Lloyd, will be sent 
out electronically to all members who receive their 
newsletters on email.  Anyone who has not received this 
report and would like to read it should contact  
John Heffernan on 9428 3970.

Upcoming demonstrations and talks
Guest artist for April – John Haycraft
John has been a professional artist since 1971, a principal 
of the architectural illustration firm Haycraft Duloy since 
1974, a lecturer, exhibitor and author of three books of 
paintings and drawings.  A collection of his architectural 
drawings is held in the Mitchell Library, the State Library 
of New South Wales.
John has studied with Australian artist Lloyd Rees, 
American watercolourist Charles Reid, and Joseph 
Zbukvic.  He has been on painting trips in Europe, Asia 
and Africa as well as Australia and his birth place, New 
Zealand.
There have been numerous joint exhibitions and three 
solo shows of his work. His paintings hang in private 
collections throughout the world.
John currently teaches at his studio in Lilyfield.  We are 
looking forward to a demonstration in watercolour by this 
talented, experienced artist.
Guest artist for May – Shazia Imran
Australian artist and sculptor, Shazia Imran is best known 
for her expressive mixed media pieces.  Her delicately 
multilayered paintings explore the connections between 
landscape, memory and the subconscious through 
texture and the interplay of light and dark, creating an 

Join the Lane Cove Art Society Committee  
and assist our great team to run our wonderful Art 

Society. Going over 50 years, and still vibrant!
Contact a member of the Committee (see page 1)

atmosphere that opens itself up to multiple meanings.
Her work has been exhibited internationally and hangs in 
private collections in the US, UK, Hong Kong, Singapore 
and Australia.
She was invited to participate in 2015 Florence Biennale, 
where she won the Lorenzo il Magnifico award for her 
mixed media pieces.

Recent Demonstrations and Talks
Guest artist for February: Ann Cape
“The structure of the head is critical for a good portrait” 
by Deb Morgan
For our first meeting of the year, we were lucky to have 
as guest artist renowned portraitist Ann Cape, winner of 
many awards including the People’s Choice at the Portia 
Geach Prize.  Ann’s subject was “The structure of the 
head in preparation for drawing and painting a portrait”.     
Ann started her demonstration with a brief look into her 
development as an artist.
Ann’s mother was a graduate from the National Art 
School, Sydney, but her father was of the opinion that she 
should have ‘a good steady job’ and as a result she took 
on secretarial work before travelling to London to work 
and expand her interest in the visual arts in her spare time.
In the 70’s Ann went to the National Art School, where 
she was in contact with many different and varied 
artists and built up a network of like-minded friends and 
associates. Around this time she met and married her 
husband Bill and over time had four children.
Ann’s daughter Sophie, after a long career at high 
intensity training and sports, which resulted in many 
major injuries, has now become a full-time artist.  Sophie 
graduated from the National Art School, as her mother 
and grandmother had done before her.
Together Ann and Sophie recently held a combined 
exhibition at the Mosman Art Gallery in which they 
movingly depicted their personal experience of 
Alzheimer’s disease, with which Ann’s husband Bill is 
now struggling. 

Right: Ann 
Cape talks 
to our group 
about the 
structure of 
the head, 
demonstrating  
a straight 
on view, and 
from different 
angles.



Ann then proceeded with her demonstration.  She 
explained with the aid of her model skull how a good 
knowledge of the skeletal and muscular structure of the 
head will help in producing a far more realistic portrait.  
Once the artist has established a well drawn base, finding 
the different planes on the face will establish where 
to place the lights and darks so as to produce a three-
dimensional artwork.
Ann demonstrated the differences in technique when 
drawing a model front on, in profile or with the head 
tilted at different angles, all of which will help an artist to 
produce a superior portrait.
At this point Ann started to draw a portrait of Paul 
McCarthy with willow charcoal and an eraser on smooth 
paper. (She uses compressed charcoal when working in 
her studio.)
Ann’s first step was to loosely draw in the shape of the 
head and shoulders and establish the centre line, the angle 
of the eyes in the orbit and the placement of the nose, 
mouth and ears.  After plotting in, Ann uses her charcoal 
to produce the darks across the facial features before 
using the end of her charcoal to draw in the prominent 
facial features with a variety of different strokes, all the 
while softening with her fingers to blend and accentuate 
the tone and the effects of lights and darks.
To finish off the portrait Ann took out some lights with an 
eraser and put in some stronger charcoal lines.
In a mere 40 minutes Ann had produced a masterly 
portrait, much to the delight of our society members in 
attendance.

Guest artist for March:  Pamela Fairburn
“Is the Personality of the Artist Visible in their Marks?” 
by Margaret Vickers
A former President of the Lane Cove Art Society, Pamela 
Fairburn was our entertaining guest demonstrator for 
our 2017 March Annual General Meeting. In our over 
scripted world Pamela’s outgoing personality was a 
breath of fresh air.
Pamela was in total control of her chosen medium, 
watercolour. The stage was set. A still life of flowers in 
a jug on a rug was arranged, with attention being paid 
to positioning and colour. The goal was to create a still 
life with “attitude”. Before painting Pamela talked about 
still life in general, about how the items chosen needed 
to have some significance for her. She shared the story 
behind some of the elements selected. The little jug was 
a gift from her husband and belonged to Margaret Olley. 
The rug was oozing with sentimental value as it came 
from a destination close to her heart, Bolivia. These 
special items imbued the work with extra meaning for 
this artist and it showed in the final work.
Pamela publicly confessed to having many “loves”. “I 
just love colour. I just can’t help myself.” “I like being 
experimental and I love doing lots of different artwork, 
including mixed media and acrylics.”
Using a very thick paper, 640gsm (it does not buckle) 
water was freely scattered over the surface, painting the 
positive shape (the outline of the actual objects) of the 
composed still life. Windsor and Newton artist’s quality 
watercolours were used. “ Always use good quality 
paper and good quality paints,” remarked Pamela as she 
dropped dobs of watercolour onto the wet paper.  With 
watercolour, magic happens when colours bleed into one 
another. Sometimes it’s the accidents that “shine” in a 
work.
As she worked, Pamela’s eyes were constantly moving 
between the still life composition and the paper. An 
Aladdin’s cave of tools were used. Combs, different 
brushes, craft knives, sticks and new materials such as 
artgraf (like chalk) are all used in her artwork. The goal 
was textural diversity. Hence spatters from brushes were 
scattered over the work. As Pamela was doing this she 
talked about the different “ resist” techniques that can be 
used to get interesting surfaces. For example, if talcum 
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Above: After talking about the structure of the skull, Ann 
worked on a portrait of Acting President Paul McCarthy.

Left: A close-up 
of Pamela’s 
bright and 
colourful style 
of  watercolour 
painting “with 
attitude”.
Right: Pamela 
at work on her 
watercolour 
demonstration.



powder is sprinkled onto the paper it doesn’t allow the 
water to penetrate so interesting effects can occur and it 
is great for creating cloud patterns! Salt crystals are not 
used as Pamela believes they can contaminate the paper. 
Masking fluid can also be used to protect the surface 
below.
In watercolour, the light is captured by retaining the 
white of the paper. Lighter colours were brushed in first. 
The later stage saw darker colours being added which 
then brought definition to the objects making up the still 
life. If it is too dark dab it with absorbent paper whilst it 
is still wet.
Pamela is not limited by the colours of her still life. “It is 
up to the artist to select what colours they want to use.” 
An intuitive, experimental approach describes Pamela’s 
approach to her artwork. “ Why not try getting interesting 
effects with rice, sugar, coffee or tea?” The still life is 
only a guide. Be led by your imagination but be careful 
not to overwork things.
At the start of her demonstration Pamela stated that she 
was going to do a “still life with attitude”. The still life 
she produced was anything but “still.” Pamela’s marks 
resonated with life and vitality – a perfect mirror of this 
accomplished artist’s vibrant personality.  Thank you 
Pamela for sharing so many of your watercolour secrets.

ArtXtra
By the time this newsletter goes to press there will be a 
lot of frantic framing going on around Lane Cove!  Not 
to mention last minute touches to paintings and head 
scratching over the perennial question of what to put into 
our annual members’ exhibition.
The final date for submitting your entry form is Thursday 
13 April; before sending it in, you will need to book 
Roster duty with Susan Lucena (tel. 9451 4359) and put 
your roster booking number on your entry form.  If you 
have not yet paid your membership fee for 2017, you can 
include it with the entry fee.
As always, we are asking everyone to bring a plate of 
food to add to the spread at our opening.
Diary dates for ArtXtra:
• Closing date for entries – Thurs 13 April
• Delivery of artworks – Wed 3 May, 8.30-10.30am
• Opening night – Fri 5 May, 6pm
• Exhibition open – Sat 6 May to Sat 13 May (early      
 closing at 4pm on Sat 13 May)
• Collection of work – Sat 13 May 4.15-5.45pm

Remember to check out our website:

www.lanecoveartsociety.com.au  
for all the information on coming meetings,  
as well as exhibition entry forms, coming 

workshops and membership renewal forms.

Upcoming Exhibitions  
& Workshops

•  Art in Action Workshops: 19-21 May; at 
Meroo Conference Centre, Kurrajong. Book 
now: www.combinedartsocieties.com

• Hunter’s Hill Art Exhibition:  12 – 21 May.  
Entries close Fri 14th May.  Details and online 
entry:  huntershillart.com

•  St Ives Show (Northern Suburbs Agricultural & 
Horicultural Soc. Inc.): 20 & 21 May.  
Contact Elaine Tracey tel. 0408-253-563 or 
email: Elaine.tracey@bigpond.com

• Thienny Lee Gallery, Edgecliff: Exhibition of 
work by Tony Belobrajdic, 27 April - 23 May.

•  Camberwell Art Show: 7-16 July.  
Entries open 27 March and close 12 June. 
Information: www.gallery247.com.au
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Exhibitions on show soon  
at Gallery Lane Cove  

164 Longueville Road.  Phone 9428 4898  
website www.gallerylanecove.com.au

• Precious White - Pamela Fairburn;  
17 May – 10 June

• Head On Photography Festival – Thomas 
Busckwalter and Anreas Gschwind;  
17 May – 10 June

• Eve Vonwiller Youth Art Awards  –  
14 June  - 1 July

• Lane Cove Captured Photography –  
14 June  - 1 July

• The Theatre of Objects – Annie Pavlovic;   
5 July – 29 July

• Blak Mirror – curated by Jason Wing; 5 July – 
29 July. Featuring: Dean Cross, Nicole Monks, 
Chico Monks, Brad Harkin, Amala Groom, Teena 
McCarthy, Billy Cooley, Lulu Cooley, Aleshia 
Lonsdale and Adam Hill aka Blak Douglas. 

Members’ News
(Any Members News? please email your awards for 
inclusion in the next Newsletter before 9 June for the next 
edition: marinabishop@gmail.com).
Margaret Vickers’ exhibition “62 degrees N and Beyond 
– Arctic Inspirations” is on until 29th April at Gallery 
Lane Cove, 164 Longueville Road. 
Congratulations to Marina Bishop, who has won First 
Prize in the Watercolour section at the Royal Easter 
Show.

New Members
A warm welcome to the following new members:  Khing 
Sin McCotter, Jan Latta, Patricia Zavattaro, Debra 
Urquhart, Maria Guthrie, Claire Dippert, Shale Preston, 
Annette Dale, Amrita Kohli and Janis Hall.


