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Next Meetings Demonstrations 

& Talks - see details page 2

• Tuesday 28 Feb: Ann Cape, 
outstanding portraitist, will 
discuss the structure of the 
head in preparation for drawing 
and painting. 

• Tuesday 28 March: Pamela 
Fairbairn, well-know Lane Cove 
artist, teacher and tour leader, 
will give a demonstration.   
Our Annual General Meeting 
will also take place. 

• Meeting time: 8pm on fourth 
Tuesday each month except 
Dec. and Jan. 

• Meeting place: Lane Cove 
Community Centre, 164 
Longueville Road, two doors 
from Central Avenue. Go down 
the ramp or use lift. Entrance  
at the back of the building.

• Parking: limited parking 
at back of building or park 
in shopping centre across 
Longueville Rd, below Library.

www.lanecoveartsociety.com.au

At our Christmas meeting 
in November we invited 
Rotary President Tania 
Mace to our meeting to 
accept our usual donation to 
charity from the proceeds of 
the Lane Cove Art Awards.
Also at our Christmas 
Meeting we said thank you 
to our wonderful retiring 
president Chrissie Lloyd 
and vice presidents, Pat 
Wilson and Marina Bishop.  
Gifts were presented, but 
they were just tokens of 
our appreciation of their 

At our last General Meeting for 
the year, our Acting President Paul 

McCarthy presented a cheque to 
Rotary Joint President Tania Mace 

- a donation for the benefit of the 
community.

Join the Lane Cove Art Society Committee  
and assist our great team to run our wonderful Art 

Society. Going over 50 years, and still vibrant!
Contact a member of the Committee (below)

From the Engine Room
As we head towards the annual general meeting it should be noted that we are 
firing on less than all cylinders. The following office bearers have resigned from 
their positions prior to the AGM; Chrissie Lloyd (President), Marina Bishop 
(Vice President), Margaret Vickers (Vice President), Cilla Davis (General 
Committee) and Greg Morgan (General Committee). This has given us a fantastic 
opportunity to refresh and regroup. Whilst some of the colourful people who 
have resigned were obviously a series 3 or 4; I have no doubt that amongst 
the pool of enthusiasts we have many colours yet to be mixed. Remember all 
series are intermixable from 1 through to 7 and it’s doesn’t really matter about 
your experience or expertise, what does matter is a commitment to keep the 
organisation viable.
At this point we are looking for a President and 2 Vice Presidents, as well as 
general office bearers; with this in mind please remember all positions will be 
declared vacant at the AGM, and at the moment there are no immediate people to 
take on these positions.    Acting President: Paul McCarthy



work over many years, helping our society flourish and 
grow from strength to strength.  Marina will continue as a 
member of the committee.
Chrissie wrote to us: “At the beginning of our November 
meeting Marg Vickers made a presentation to Marina, Pat 
and me.  This presentation was by way of a “thank you” 
from the members to us for our work on the committee.  
At the time my gift was in a large heavy box which 
needed to be opened at home.  I hope you can imagine 
my delight upon finally removing a magnificent jewellery 
box made from Huon Pine.  This gift from you all will 
be a wonderful reminder of my time as president and I 
sincerely thank Marg for taking the time to source such a 
thoughtful gift.”
The committee also had letters from Pat and Marina to say 
thank you to everyone.

ArtXtra – Our Members’ Exhibition
Every year our exhibition seems to get better!  At this time 
of year, with the holidays behind us, we are all eager to 
get down to some real painting and have something good 
to show. 
Entry forms should be going out with this newsletter (by 
mail or as attachments on email) and there will be some 
available at the February meeting.  There will also be 
Membership Renewal forms, and our Membership Officer, 
Lesley Nguyen, will be able to renew your membership 
at the meeting.  Remember, you have to be financial to 
exhibit!
Before submitting your entry, you will need to book 
Roster duty with Susan Lucena (tel. 9451-4359) and put 
your roster booking number on your entry form.
Diary dates for ArtXtra:
•  Closing date for entries – Thurs 13 April
•  Delivery of artworks – Wed 3 May, 8.30-10.30am
•  Opening night – Fri 5 May, 6pm
•  Exhibition open – Sat 6 May to Sat 13 May (early 

closing at 4pm on Sat 13 May)
•  Collection of work – Sat 13 May 4.15-5.45pm

Next Meetings
Demonstrations & Talks by Guest Artists
Ann Cape – Tuesday 28th February
Ann is an outstanding portrait artist who has successfully 
exhibited in the Archibald, the Salon des Refuses and 

the Portia Geach exhibitions amongst others. In her 
demonstration Ann will explain the structure of the head. 
Gaining a true understanding of the “skull topography” 
is a crucial first step to planning where a portrait artist 
will place their marks. This promises to be a fascinating 
evening.
Pamela Fairbairn – Tuesday 28th March
Our own Pam Fairbairn needs no introduction.  A past 
president of LCAS, Pam is a highly respected artist, having 
forged a 40-year career in art as a teacher, a winner of 
numerous art awards, and a leader of numerous art tours 
and workshops. She works mainly in watercolour, gouache, 
acrylic and collage. Her work is both versatile and vibrant, 
and often involves unusual techniques such as encaustic 
and wax. Pamela’s demonstration is sure to inspire you to 
experiment and be courageous in your art.

Annual General Meeting
This will also take place during the March meeting. We 
will be electing a new President to fill the big shoes of 
Chrissie Lloyd, under whose guiding hand the Society 
has grown and flourished for the past eight years.  Some 
members of our committee who have done wonderful work 
for our Society during many years have also stepped down 
this year.  We would welcome new committee members 
to join our ranks.  It’s fun to be a part of running the show 
and we have always been a friendly society who make new 
volunteers feel valued and at home.  So we would ask you 
to consider putting your name forward, either to join the 
committee or to help with some of the many little tasks 

Far left: Margaret Vickers 
thanks Chrissie Lloyd at our 
final meeting for 2016.
Left: The jewellery box 
given to Chrissie Lloyd as a 
thank you for all her years as 
President of the Lane Cove 
Art Society.

Right:  
Margaret Vickers 

describes what 
influences her 
printmaking. 
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which keep our society going.  Contact any member of the 
committee.

Recent Demonstrations and Talks
Guest Artist for October – Margaret Vickers 
“What Images ‘Catch’ Your Eye?” by Margaret Vickers
In preparing my powerpoint presentation for the October 
meeting of the Lane Cove Art Society(2016), the 
challenge was to objectively analyse what influences have 
shaped the artwork of Margaret Vickers.  “Eyecatchers”, 
was a term employed by Lloyd Rees to describe scenes 
that ignited a creative response.  
This seemed an appropriate starting point.
What constituted the “eyecatchers” for me in 2016? In 
the smorgasboard of images selected from this year both 
here and overseas, line featured prominently. From frozen 
air bubbles along pathways to linear patterns in swathes 
of grasses where strong tonal contrasts were on show, 
it became evident that linear markings in nature were 
strong “eyecatchers” for me. Not surprisingly artworks 
made up of linear markings were magnets for my eye. As 
a result, from the magnificent indigenous artwork in the 
Seattle Art Museum to the “movement”exhibition in the 
Louisana gallery located in Denmark it became clear that 
the linear markings created both exciting movement as 
well as projecting a meditative quality. Why would line be 
an “eyecatcher”? Sport where one has to get from point 
A to point B quickly and a past career as an high school 
geography teacher where map reading was an integral part 
of the curriculum could be part of the answer.
It was fascinating to view art that challenged the artworld 
of the time. The legacy of Marcel Duchamp’s failed 
attempt to exhibit a urinal in 1917 in an exhibition was 
centrestage in the Seattle Art Museum in the form of 

a gold plated urinal. What was disallowed as art one 
hundred years ago, today is prominently displayed in a 
major art gallery of the world. Marcel Duchamp was one 
artist who really did “push the boundaries” with his art. 
Brian Jungen’s work where sport shoes were reconstructed 
into native totems gave voice to Alain de Botton’s belief 
that the role of the artist is to inject the extraordinary into 
the ordinary.
The work of two artists caught my eye in 2016, Kiyoshi 
Saito (1907 -1997), a Japanese woodblock artist and 
Jonathan Yeo (1970- ), a contemporary portrait artist. 
They shared one trait. Although they were pursuing very 
different artforms they shared amazing authenticity in 
their mark making. Kiyoshi Saito insisted on doing every 
single step in his woodblock printing process and so 
was termed a Sosaku Hanga artist. Jonathan Yeo is a self 
taught portrait artist who aims to capture the essence of 
the sitter who is sometimes an actor “in character.”
Saito’s bold design and colourful prints were exquisitely 
executed and beautifully curated by Barry Till in the 
Greater Victoria Art Gallery in British Colombia. His 
prints are in demand internationally.
The work of Jonathan Yeo was exhibited in the summer 
palace of Princess Mary and Prince Frederick. Observing 
the traditional portraits housed within the palace depicting 
royalty and warriors then seeing the contemporary 
portraits of Yeo was an amazing juxtaposition. It fostered 
an immediate understanding of the evolution of the genre 
of portraiture.
Looking at some of the images that had caught my eye 
this year allowed a few conclusions to be drawn. Line, 
movement, colour and bold design were and continue to 
be my eye magnets. Moreover, when artists pursue their 
own path with a passion and are true to their artistic soul 
then their work is compelling and uplifting.
The second half of my presentation focused on a body 
of work that I completed some time ago. “Power of 
the Line” was the title of the exhibition. What images 
were made evolved from research into the alpine areas 
of Australia. Although the beauty of the landscape 
was the initial hook and was the catalyst for some 
representational watercolours, further reading exposed 
amazing connections that exist within the alpine 
ecosystem. Consequently, the importance of the bogan 
moth migration was apparent and triggered an extensive 
range of marks. The impact that climate change is exerting 
on both natural ecosystems and man made activities was 
another fertile source of inspiration.
Watercolour and printmaking and a combination of both 
can be seen in my artwork. The subject matter determines 
what technique is used. Printmaking allows ideas to be 
introduced into my mark making often with unexpected 
results! It is interesting to reflect on why you make the 
marks you do. It may clarify your future artistic path. 
Happy creating…..
Guest Artist for November – John Perkins
“To Add or Not to Add? – that is the Question”  
by Margaret Vickers
Good-humoured banter filled the festive air as the chairs 
were positioned for our November meeting.  Although 

Above: Margaret Vickers shows one of her prints during 
her talk to our meeting in October 2016. 
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our advertised guest demonstrator, the esteemed artist 
Guy Warren could not be in attendance, his presence was 
included in the proceedings by our “fill in” guest artist and 
life member, the highly respected John Perkins. What a 
wonderful night unfolded in the hands of this master oil 
painter.
A signwriter by trade, John’s workplace was coincidentally 
located opposite Guy Warren’s studio. He entertained 
his audience with a couple of humorous stories of times 
past when mischievous pranks occurred. These anecdotes 
exposed the warm camaraderie that existed between these 
talented artists, both of whom have now risen to the top 
echelons of the art world.
It was interesting to watch John pace around prior to his 
demonstration. The pacing continued as the oil painting 
emerged on the canvas. He maintained that viewing the 
work from a distance enables the artist to really assess how 
the composition is progressing. 
The starting sketch was drawn quickly with a brush. Basic 
shapes of the still life were freely composed. “Don’t be 
fussy in these early stages.” Whilst the subject matter was 
ordinary – a jug, a lemon and a bottle, John was able to 
execute his technical expertise adding and subtracting paint 
all over the canvas. “It’s about having fun,” remarked John. 
Making the background darker pushed the shapes forward. 
Suggest rather than paint clear cut outlines. Engage the 
imagination.
How many brushes do you work with? John held five in 
his left hand and worked the paint with the brush in his 
right hand. Allow some of the edges to be “lost.” They 
add a little bit of mystery to the work. Constantly the 
composition was being tweaked. Paint was added, assessed 
by walking back then adjusted accordingly. A rag was used 
to take out paint leaving ghost-like surfaces which were 
then reworked. It was fascinating to watch the search for 
the oil painting that was to eventually grace the canvas.
Several tips were given throughout the talk. If you measure 
from highlight to highlight you can assess whether or not 
your composition is correct. Moreover, a very bright light 
focussed on the subject will project the tonal qualities of 
the still life. A third tip was the importance of allowing the 
background to break through into the middle section of 
the artwork. Irrespective of what subject is being painted, 
landscape or still life, this point needs to be kept in mind.
With tremendous ease, John’s demonstration produced 
a magnificent still life oil painting. It had only taken a 
lifetime plus one hour. The multi award winning John 
Perkins has given generously to the art world over a long 
time span through his teaching as well as the various 
positions he has held. He is currently the President of the 
Royal Art Society. Stepping in at short notice to do the final 
meeting of the year for us was particularly appreciated by 
all the artists present. Thank you John for sharing your 

Remember to check out our website:

www.lanecoveartsociety.com.au  
for all the information on coming meetings,  
as well as exhibition entry forms, coming 

workshops and membership renewal forms.

Upcoming Exhibitions  
& Workshops

• Gallipoli Art Prize: $20,000 acquisitive.   
20-28 April, entries close 12 March. 
Contact email: info@gallipoli.com.au

• Sydney Royal Easter Show:  6-19 April   
(Entries closed but do go and see the Art)

• Art in Action Workshops: 19-21 May; at 
Meroo Conference Centre, Kurrajong.   
Book now: www.combinedartsocieties.com

• St Ives Show (Northern Suburbs Agricultural & 
Horicultural Soc. Inc.):  20 & 21 May.   
Contact Elaine Tracey  tel. 0408-253-563 or 
email:  Elaine.tracey@bigpond.com

• Camberwell Art Show:  7-16 July.  
Entries open 27 March and close 12 June.   
Information: www.gallery247.com.au

STOP PRESS!
John Perkins has kindly donated the still life we watched 
him paint at our Christmas meeting, to be the Raffle Prize 
for our 2017 ArtXtra exhibition.  What a prize!
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stories and your passion for oil painting. 

Members’ News
We like to publish news of our members’ exhibitions, 
awards and other successes in our newsletter, so if you 
have any news you would like to tell us, please email it to 
Diana Hallowes at diana.hallowes@bigpond.com.


