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President’s Report:  June - August
Hello everyone.  I am pleased to announce that our artXtra Exhibition was 
a successful and happy event.  Our sales were on a par with last year and 
the standard was very high.  The talent within the Society is both amazing 
and inspiring.  Keep up the brush miles, because the next milestone is the 
Municipality of Lane Cove Art Exhibition, open to everyone.
We are currently finalising the entry form and it will be emailed/mailed to you 
shortly. Closing date is the 20th July 2017.
Our last demonstrator, Shazia Imran, apart from her excellent mixed media 
demo, also talked about how we as artists need to market ourselves, which led 
to the question how our society can advertise our exhibitions more widely.  The 
committee is looking into the subject and hopefully will have some answers for 
you in the coming months.
We must work within Council regulations, which does present a limited “palette” 
but we will keep pursuing the matter.  
Guy Warren will be our speaker for the July meeting, which has reminded me of 
the absolutely extraordinary history of our Society.  I am looking at producing a 
small History brochure to send to all current LCAS members and especially new 
members of the Society.  We have a great tradition to follow, and be inspired by 
the love of art that Guy continues to display, and his continued support of our 
Society.
Painting is absorbing and produces the best in us, as artists, when we love and 
enjoy our brushstrokes.
I look forward to seeing your works 
at the Exhibition in August.
Lyn Teal, President  0432105600

Advertising our Exhibitions: 
Left: The artXtra banner in  

the Lane Cove Plaza.  
Right: Our huge electronic ad at  

Top Ryde Shopping Centre. 

Next Meetings, Demonstrations 
& Talks – see details page 2

• Tuesday 27th June:  Julie 
Simmons, award winning artist 
and teacher, will demonstrate 
painting watercolour on canvas.

• Tuesday 25th July:  Guy 
Warren, one of LCAS found-
ing fathers, will show a video 
of his recent exhibition and will 
be interviewed by renowned 
portraitist Ann Cape (who was 
also guest artist for our Febru-
ary meeting).

• Tuesday 22nd August (Note 
4th Tues, NOT last):  Susie 
Murphie will inspire us with her 
insights into watercolour.

 • Meeting time: 8pm on fourth 
Tuesday each month except 
Dec. and Jan. 

• Meeting place: Lane Cove 
Community Centre, 164 
Longueville Road, two doors 
from Central Avenue. Go down 
the ramp or use lift. Entrance at 
the back of the building. 

• Parking: limited parking at back 
of building or park in shopping 
centre across Longueville Rd, 
below Library.
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artXtra 2017 - Prize Winners
The Lloyd Rees Prize  
Hiren Patel  #137  Morning Glow 
Guy Warren Prize    
Dana Dion  #54  Foreshore
Joyce Mills Oils/Acrylics Prize  
1st Prize - John  Perkins  #147  Port  Newcastle 
Highly Commended - Cilla Davis  #47  Canola Field 
Highly Commended - Wendy Fare  #65  Serene 
Commended - Afiz Roerink  #156  Storm and Stallion
Watercolour Prize   
1st Prize - Robyne Berling  #14  Afternoon Reflections 
Highly Commended - Linda Butterfield   
 #28  Vase of Pink Peonies 
Highly Commended - Lyn Teal   
 #169  Mt Bourke Lake Wariaka Queenstown
Mixed Media      
1st Prize - Joy M Creed  #39  Glass 
Highly Commended - Dana Dion   
 #53  Geometric Distortion 
Commended - Barbara Goldin  #67  Bells Gorge 
Commended - Anne Cockle  #35  Allegro

Join the Lane Cove Art 
Society Committee or 

volunteer for a small task  
Assist our great team to run our 

wonderful Art Society. 
Volunteers are also needed to do 

small tasks,  
such as collecting newspaper & 

magazine clippings  
about the Art Society, etc.

Going over 50 years, and still 
vibrant!

Please contact a member of the 
Committee (see page 1)

Pastels and Drawings   
1st Prize - Linda Butterfield   
 #29  Mystical Cradle Mountain, Tasmania 
Commended - Maria Guthrie  #73 Seated Figure 
Commended - Lyn Burns  #24  Shallow Gully     
Prints     
1st Prize - Margaret Vickers  #175  Glacial Stresses B 
Commended - Robyn Leeder  #105  Updraft
Small Works    
1st Prize - Pat Wilson  #180  Afternoon Reflections 
Highly Commended - Margaret Vickers   
 #176  Dusk at Klaksvik Faroe Islands
The raffle painting “Still Life” by John Perkins was won 
by Eileen Sargent of Lane Cove.  
The Viewers’ Choice was won by Linda Butterfield for 
her magnificent “Mystical Cradle Mountain, Tasmania”, 
with Linda receiving a year’s subscription to Australian 
Artist.  Jill Robert of Lane Cove was the lucky viewer 
who won a magnum of wine for voting in the Viewer’s 
Choice.  
The Childrens’ Choice of a painting of “Tiger” was won 
by Masa.

Above: Co-founder of the Art Society, Guy Warren (left), with some of theprizewinners at the 
opening of the artXtra Exhibition. Right top: Lane Cove Art Society Patron, Ian Longbottom 
with President Lyn Teal. Right bottom: Opening Night at artXtra. 

Some members of your Committee.  
Back row: President Lyn Teal, Susan Lucena, Marina Bishop.  

Seated: Vice President Julie Percy, Judy Laird, John Heffernan and Eva Purnell. 



Upcoming Demonstrations & Talks
Guest Artist for 27 June – Julie Simmons
Julie, a multi-award winner, paints in oils, pastels and 
mixed media but it is the medium of watercolour that 
excites her the most. She has developed her own unique 
style, pushing the boundaries of the watercolour medium 
to produce works full of light and depth of tone whilst 
maintaining the transparent quality of the medium. 
With her latest watercolour technique using a treated 
canvas Julie produces stunning works. Come and see her 
demonstration on watercolour canvas.
Guest Artist for 25 July –  Guy Warren
This will be a very special meeting, as Guy Warren will be 
interviewed for us by renowned portraitist Ann Cape, who 
was also guest artist at our February meeting.
Guy is one of the Art Society’s Founding Fathers:  one of 
three friends of Lloyd Rees who started the Lane Cove 
Art Society in 1965.  The other two were William Pidgeon 
and Reinis Zusters.  Lloyd Rees was President for many 
years and since his resignation there have only been four 
other presidents including the current president.  Guy is 
also an important figure in the art world.  At our meeting 
he will show a video relating to his major retrospective 
held at the SH Ervin gallery last year, and this will be 
followed by the interview by Ann Cape. 
We are eagerly anticipating an interesting, insightful 
interview with an artist who holds a very special place in 
the history of our Society.
Guest Artist for 22 August – Susie Murphie
Susie has been a watercolour artist for 33 years and in the 
last few years decided to share her passion for watercolour 
painting and started teaching.
“I teach a loose approach to painting. Very much ‘less is 
more’. I like to have fun in my lessons and do not hold 
back when someone is not doing the right thing. In the 
nicest possible way of course! I certainly give lots of 
praise too. I try to give students confidence in their ability 
and believe that you only need basic drawing skills with 
watercolour. If the paint is properly applied, you will end 
up with a lovely painting.”
We are looking forward to an inspiring evening as Susie 
shares her individual approach.

54th Lane Cove Council Exhibition
We are happy to confirm Council’s full support for the 
2017 Exhibition, and its sponsorship of prizes.  The total 
prize money this year is $9,250.  The exhibition will 
be opened by Mayor Deborah Hutchens on Friday 11th 
August – doors open at 6pm.  An entry fee of $5 will be 
charged for opening night only, with the proceeds going to 
the Rotary Club of Lane Cove.
As usual, members and non-members may enter two 
works per artist.  Entry forms and Members Roster Forms 
will be sent to members who are on email, and paper 
forms will be posted for those who need them.  If you are 
not exhibiting, helping on the Roster is a good way to feel 
part of the show and is much appreciated. 
Important dates
Entry forms due: Thursday 20 July 2017 
Delivery of work: Thursday 3 August, 2pm – 6.30pm
Opening night: Friday 11 August, 6.00pm
Exhibition open: Daily 10am – 4.30pm (closes 4pm 

Sun 20) Sat 12 – Sun 20  ADMISSION FREE
Collect work: Sunday 20 August, 4.15 – 5.45pm

Recent Demonstrations & Talks
Guest Artist for April – John Haycraft
“To Plan or Not to Plan?” by Margaret Vickers
The sombre mood of Anzac Day 2017 was broken by 
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Above: John Haycraft  tells members it is important  
to interpret their subject in a personal way...  
otherwise “just take a photo”.

Above: A fun night was enjoyed by all at the Opening of 
the artXtra Exhibition at Gallery Lane Cove. Middle: Our 
previous President was given a big ‘Thank you” bouquet.



the masterly watercolour demonstration given by John 
Haycraft at our Society’s April meeting. John has spent 
a lifetime sketching, tutoring in a range of academic 
institutions and painting. He even had his very early work 
assessed by one of the founding fathers of the LCAS, 
namely Lloyd Rees. They broke muffins together and 
discussed art in Lloyd’s studio at Northwood all those 
years ago! Today John is known for his very accomplished 
architectural illustrations. Little wonder then that a 
healthy crowd attended this autumn meeting.
Demonstrations give an insight not only into the technique 
being shown but also into the mind of the artist doing 
the presentation. Some artists plan their work in a logical 
detailed manner whereas others “jump right in” painting 
“alla prima” that is: at first attempt.  John takes a very 
methodical approach to his watercolour painting. He sees 
a similarity to sport: just as it is beneficial to research 
the strengths and weaknesses of your opponent so you 
determine what strategies and tactics to use to challenge 
them, so too it pays to understand how you are going to 
“tackle” the watercolour subject. 
Planning is paramount for John. He employs four steps in 
his approach to watercolour. Take the time to analyse the 
composition. An image of King’s Canyon was selected 
for this demonstration and Arches 300gsm was the paper 
used. Find the main shapes. Determine where the tonal 
values are and discover where the rhythms are going 
to flow. An initial sketch using a 2B pencil was done 
outlining main shapes and tonal values. This was the first 
step in John’s plan. The resulting sketch acted as a map 
providing a “watercolour path” to follow.
Step two uses a loaded brush (lots of water) which 
introduced the general colour scheme and acted as the 
underpainting in the final work. This “wet in wet” stage 
often sees colours magically mixing on the paper. For 
this demonstration John worked from light to dark. The 
third step in John’s plan was to reduce the water in his 
brush. More definition was given to the shapes suggested 
in the earlier stage. A “dry” brush allows the initial layers 
of colour to shine through which enhances the textural 
qualities of the final work.
To ensure that the watercolour was dry before applying 
a glaze John used a hairdryer. As the glaze was applied 
John made sure sections of the white paper were left to 
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tops, tree trunks and rock faces so that the rhythm of light 
flowed through the work.
Darker tones were added in the final stage injecting 
interest, depth and detail in the finished work. Ultramarine 
blue and umber were used to give depth to the work. Use 
caution at this stage because too much detail can detract 
from the artwork.
John Haycraft’s watercolour demonstration illustrated 
marks that were meticulously planned yet retained a 
freshness  to the eye. So many of the marks possessed 
a beautiful abstract quality reflecting this artist’s 
interpretation of the scene being painted. What makes 
one watercolour artist stand out from another? Their 
interpretation or style is the key. John Haycraft mentioned 
other watercolour artists he admires including Charles 
Reid, Helen Goldsmith, Joseph Zbukvic and Eugen 
Kinichean. One wonders how these artists have influenced 
the marks that John Haycraft makes…
John’s well prepared demonstration showed that the role 
of an artist is to interpret a subject. Their own emotion 
has to be on display otherwise “just take a photo.” How 
much emotion do you inject into your paintings? Thank 
you John for presenting such an enjoyable “well planned” 
evening of art.
Guest Artist for May – Shazia Imran
“Seeking the Universal…..” by Margaret Vickers
There is always an expectant air of excitement when 
a demonstrator is about to deliver their presentation. 
The May meeting of our Society was no exception. 
Our members were eagerly awaiting to vicariously join 
Shazia Imran, a mixed media artist, as she discussed her 
experiences on the international art stage.
Most of the audience would exhibit their work within 
their local art society or perhaps venture into another local 
art society. To have held successful exhibitions in New 
York, London, Hong Kong and Florence is a completely 

Below: Art Society members ask questions of Shazia 
about her collage techniques. 

Left: John Haycraft shows us his initial sketch of a scene, 
to record the tones of the composition, held alongside his 
final watercolour painting.



different “artgame”. In four days, thirty-three thousand 
people viewed her exhibition in New York! She has 
experienced Art Expos and Biennales and has received 
international awards. It is a world away from her early life 
in Pakistan.
Shazia arrived in Australia, not Canada in 2001 “ because 
the weather is better here”. After spending four years 
in Dubai where temperatures soared and no natural 
vegetation existed, the Aussie backyard was a veritable 
paradise for this young artist to raise her family.
In recent years Shazia has devoted more time to her art 
journey. Inspiration comes from many sources. Exposure 
to many cities fostered “city high rise” scenes full of 
texture, colour and shapes. Multiple layers are found in 
her artworks,  irrespective of the subject matter. Shazia’s 
interest in sculpture is evident in her bold and colourful 
figurative works. Once again texture was a key component 
of her work. Tissue paper, decorative paper, thread 
and textiles were all incorporated into her art.  Rollers 
and sprayers gave added character to the marks being 
composed. Pieces of collage were tentatively taped to the 
canvas. Once placement was “correct” from a design point 
of view it was glued down often using PVA glue or binder 
depending on what material was being bedded down. 
On other occasions charcoal, pastel or oil pastel is used 
over the top of the rich base layers. Charcoal needs to be 
sprayed to seal it. Ultimately the final work is sealed using 

satin varnish. It not only protects the work but has the 
added advantage of injecting a vibrancy into the colours 
of the piece.
Shazia’s recent works reflect her interest in textiles, 
patterns and sculpture. She has found her own 
“international” voice as her work references themes 
that are universal. Subtle references to religions and 
intricate architectural features have widened her market. 
Incorporating a weaving element into her mixed media art 
has given it a heightened authenticity. One wonders why 
these influences have emerged in Shazia’s art. Part of the 
answer may be rooted in the earlier life in Pakistan. Add 
the extensive travelling experiences of her later years and 
the heady mix that surfaces is the rich mixed media works 
that she constructs today.
“I am universal,” remarked Shazia. It seems an 
appropriate description for this successful artist who has 
a list of waiting commissions – an enviable problem for 
most artists. On a more practical note, Shazia’s use of 
technology has definitely buoyed her career, taking her art 
to a wider audience. She encouraged everyone to become 
more savvy with social media. Thank you Shazia for 
sharing aspects of your artistic journey. It is a trajectory 
few artists would experience.

Lane Cove Council Citizenship Awards 
Ceremony  By Chrissie Lloyd
On 3 May I had great pleasure in attending the Council’s 
Citizenship Awards Ceremony to see our wonderful Marg 
Vickers receive an Honorary Award for Music, Art and 
Culture.  The Award was presented by Councillor Pam 
Palmer acknowledging Marg’s many years of dedicated 
work for our art society and latterly, offering her support 
to young artists.  Very few Awards are given outside the 
Lane Cove Municipality but occasionally exceptions are 
made and I’m delighted Marg was regarded as one such 
exception.  
Marg has always been a “behind the scenes girl” quietly 
making sure things run smoothly on Opening Nights, 
designing our displays in the Sculpture Plinth and of 
course you’ll always find her at the back of our meetings 
taking notes of our demonstrations, then writing them 
up for both our Newsletter and the TVO - this task, 
which some might find onerous, she loves best of all.   
Marg researched our archives for the 50th Anniversary 
Exhibition producing biographical notes on our four 
founders as well as helping Marina put together an 
excellent display in the Library.  Marg brought our 
archives up to date, which alone was a very time- 
consuming task.  As Secretary then briefly Vice President, 
Marg was a good lateral thinker, which made her a 
valuable member of our committee. 
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Left: Councillor Pam Palmer presented Lane Cove Art 
Society member and volunteer Marg Vickers with her Lane 
Cove Citizenship Award.

Above left: Shazia holds up one of her recent pieces which 
incorporates an element of weaving. Above right: Shazia 
uses social media to further her career. 

Remember to check out our website:

www.lanecoveartsociety.com.au  
for all the information on coming meetings,  
as well as exhibition entry forms, coming 

workshops and membership renewal forms.



Upcoming Exhibitions  
& Workshops

•  Camberwell Art Show: 7-16 July.  
Entries open 27 March and close 12 June. 
Information: www.gallery247.com.au

• Ku-ring-gai Art Society Awards: (entry 
members only by 23 June), Exhibition 17-30 
July, see KAS website.

• Archibald, Wynne & Sulman Prizes: https://
www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au/exhibitions/
archibald-wynne-sulman-prizes-2017/  Art 
Gallery of New South Wales, entry online 
before 7 July, exhibition dates 29 July – 22 
October.

• Lane Cove Art Award: 11-20 August. Entry 
Forms will be sent out soon and are due 20 July.

Exhibitions on show soon  
at Gallery Lane Cove  

164 Longueville Road.  Phone 9428 4898  
website www.gallerylanecove.com.au

• Eve Vonwiller Youth Art Awards  –  
14 June  - 1 July

• Lane Cove Captured Photography –  
14 June  - 1 July

• The Theatre of Objects – Annie Pavlovic;   
5 July – 29 July

• Blak Mirror – curated by Jason Wing; 5 July – 
29 July. Featuring: Dean Cross, Nicole Monks, 
Chico Monks, Brad Harkin, Amala Groom, Teena 
McCarthy, Billy Cooley, Lulu Cooley, Aleshia 
Lonsdale and Adam Hill aka Blak Douglas. 

On a lighter note, before the ceremony I introduced Marg 
to our Mayor, Councillor Debbie Hutchens.  Debbie’s 
eye was taken by Marg’s gorgeous necklace and whilst 
touching her Mayoral Chain of Office she quipped  “I 
think your necklace is better than mine!!”  What a hoot… 
we were all in stitches.
Our heartfelt congratulations Marg, you are a very 
deserving recipient of this Award.
Marg Vickers has also recently had a solo exhibition at 
Gallery Lane Cove, entitled:  “62 degrees N and Beyond:  
Arctic Inspirations”.  She would like to thank everyone 
who came to see the show.  Those of us who did greatly 
enjoyed it and would like to thank and congratulate Marg 
on her beautiful work.

Members’ News
Our past president Chrissie Lloyd, with LCAS member 
Robyn Leeder and artist Bruce Hedge, will hold an 
exhibition of work in Woodend, Victoria in December.  
Entitled “Geomorphic Moods of the Macedon and Cobaw 
Ranges”, the exhibition will include paintings, prints and 
photographs.  
Chrissie’s beautiful paintings in acrylic are well known to 
us (she won the prize for Aspects of Lane Cove in 2015), 
and Robyn is a long time LCAS member and prize winner 
who moved to country Victoria four years ago but has 
remained a member and helps out whenever she can.

The exhibition 
opens at 2pm on 
Saturday 2 Dec 
2017 and runs 
from 2-10 Dec. 
at the Norma 
Richardson Hall, 
15 Buckland 
Street, Woodend 
3442. 

Above: One of Chrissie’s paintings of the Macedon area 
from her upcoming exhibition. For opening times ring 
Chrissie 0419 200 438 closer to the time.
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